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G od’s 1 o” 
By Barbara Cornet Ryberg 
i “No” “Something 
better,” — 


Ican trust Him with my all. 

The God who formed the universe 
Attendeth when I call; 

And when in love and wisdom 
He withholds my heart’s request, 

His “No” means ‘Something better,” — 
He will give me what is best. 


God’s “Wait awhile’s” bring blessings 
That His “Right away’s” withhold. 
When He’s tried me in the fire 
I shall then come forth as gold. 
Oh, what peace it brings in sorrow, 
And what comfort fills my breast 
Just to know, whate’er His answer, 
He will give me what is best. 


The Pride of Modernism 


Modernism is not eritirely new. It 
is of the same stuff as Satan’s question 
oe garden of Eden, “Yea, hath God 


; his: insinuation at the time, 


of the temptation of our Lord, “If thou 
‘be the Son of God . . .”; and the taunts 
of the passers-by who impudently flung 


their challenge to Christ on the cross, 
“If thou be the Son of God, come down 
from the cross.” From a well-known 
contemporary writer comes some valu- 
able collateral testimony. Introducing 
the four early authorities whom he made 
use of in his biography of Columbus, “Ad- 
miral of the Ocean,” Samuel Eliot Mori- 
son declares: “These four I have relied 
upon probably more than any biographer 
of Columbus since Washington Irving; 
for the ‘scientific’ historians of the last 
century tended to regard their predeces- 
sors either as hopeless amateurs or as 
incorrigible liars upon whom no depend- 
ence should be placed. My own experi- 
ence in studying and writing history has 
impelled me almost to the opposite pole: 
to rely on contemporaries unless they 
are demonstrably false.” Later he adds: 


t 


“To insist in 1941 on a new interpreta- 
tion of documents that were known four 
hundred years ago, and Known in their 
original setting with all the attendant 
circumstances that enabled some tales 
to be. discounted and others accepted, 
seems to me highly presumptuous.” 
Here is a secular historian’s testimony 
to the value of contemporary writers, 
which can weil be applied to the histori- 
cal parts of Scripture. For Modernists 
today treat these narratives with amaz- 
ing condescension, as though they knew 
more than the great Old Testament 
writers who witnessed the events which 
they describe. Mr. Morison’s conclusion 
reminds one of Peter’s prophetic words 
concerning apostate teachers: “Pre. 
sumptuous are they, selfwilled, they are 
not afraid to speak evil of dignities.” 


% 


* s » a s 
The Minister 6 Part in Revival 
IV. The Four Laws of Conviction of Sin 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


HE power of the preacher of right- 

eousness depends upon his com- 

munion with his Lord and his use 
of the authorized means, which give the 
Holy Spirit opportunity to convince of 
sin, righteousness, and. the judgment to 
come. To expect the Holy Spirit to 
awaken souls without the application of 
that Word of God is to be deceived. The 
laws of conviction, originated by the 
Spirit, must be honored if they are to 
be operative in the souls of men. It is 
a common thing to find three of these 
four essential laws generally overlooked 
by earnest ministers of Christ. The 
first is: 


The Law of God Written in the Heart 


This is the law of conscience. All 
men have marks of the “work of the 
law written in their hearts, their con- 
science also bearing witness, and their 
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Comfort for Dark Days 





“And all things, whatsoever ye 








shall ask in prayer, believing, ye 
shall receive” (Matt, 21:22). oa 








thoughts the mean while accusing or else 
excusing one another” (Rom. 2:15). All 
men, even without the law of God writ- 
ten on tables of stones, are a law unto 
themselves. The Spirit intends we shall 
employ this law in our preaching to 
them. It is the starting point. We begin 
with the known and move on into the 
unknown. This is where we usually be- 
gin with children in correcting them. 
We ask them, “Didn’t you know it was 
wrong?” So with sinners, this law of 
conviction, the law in their hearts, must 
have a chance to work. 


The Law. Written on Tables of Stone 

As a judge takes a guilty man to the 
law book, so sinners must be brought 
to the law of God. They must be made 
to see they have violated His holy law. 
They must know sin, as Paul did, by 
what the law says. The prophets made 
use of this law with Israel, and the New 
Testament does likewise. The law is‘ 
our schoolmaster unto Christ. By the 
law, sin becomes exceedingly sinful. The 
light of the law is as lamplight; it is 
much stronger than the candlelight of 
conscience. By that law light, we see 
light. The entrance of His words gives 
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light to the simple. Preach the law. 
Preach it as did Solomon in His Prov- 
erbs; as did Christ and His apostles. 
Bear on as strongly as did James. Peo- 
ple need law work. Conscience must 
be awakened. God’s view of sin is es- 
sential. “The law is holy, .. . just, and 
good,” and it is meant “for the lawless,” 
and for anything contrary to sound doc- 
trine. Apply the law. It is not a means 
of salvation. Its ministry is one of con- 
demnation. Real conversions are impos- 
sible without a discovery of the sin- 
fulness of sin. Some have used the 
dying thief as an example of conversion 
without the law. But do not overlook 
that he said: “We indeed justly.” From 
where did he get that “justly” if not 
from conscience and the law? Paul, 
the apostle to us Gentiles, said: “I had 
not known sin, but by the law: for I 
had not known lust, except the law had 
said, Thou shalt not covet. But sin, 
taking occasion by the commandment, 
wrought in me all manner of concupis- 
cence. For without the law sin was 
dead. For I was alive without the 
law once: but when the commandment 
came, sin revived, and I died” (Rom. 
7:7-9). This knowledge of sin by the 
law made him cry out, “O wretched 
man that I am! who shall deliver me?” 
Thus we see the law, written on tables 
of stone, is an instrument in our hands 
and the Spirit’s for conviction of sin. But 
here is another law: 


The Royal Law Written in 
the Life and Words of Christ 


The Gospel is perfect. It should be 
used to convince sinners of sin. How- 
ever, they usually see a great dispar- 
ity between their life and His. But. 
Christ’s obedience magnified the law and 
made it honorable. He was made under 
the law that He might redeem them 
that are under the curse of the law. He 
fulfilled all righteousness. His obe- 
dience to the will of God was perfect. 
It is a pattern for our obedience and 
more, a robe of righteousness for all 
who seek shelter in His bleeding wounds. 
Conscience, the/law, and Christ’s purity 
make a guilty sinner exclaim: “I have 
sinned.” It made Peter say: “Depart 
from me; for I am a sinful man, O 
Lord.” It made Paul call himself the 
chief of sinners. Preaching Christ is 
great preaching. But, is He not valued 
more by sinners who see their sins in 
the light of the law of God than by those 
who never have become aware of being 
guilty before God? Let us use the laws 
of conscience, the Ten Commandments, 
and the Gospel in the life and lips of 
Christ, but let us use also the fourth 
law of conviction, without which all 
others will want for fruit. This law is: 

The Law of the Spirit 
of Life in Christ Jesus 

Convinced sinners need to know that 
salvation is by the Spirit of God and 
that it is a particular mercy of God. 
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Multitudes \ aroused sinners have 
gone to perdition. They did not cry to 
God for mercy. They did not think of 
God as the sovereign dispenser of sav- 
ing mercy. “I will have mercy on whom 
I will have mercy.” “It.is not of him 
that willeth} nor of him that runneth, 
but of God’ that sheweth mercy.” They 
need to know that God is not bound to 
lift a sinner out of his sinful state and 
stop his downward course; but when 
He does so, it is indeed a mercy of 
mercies, 

Depth of mercy! can there be 

Mercy still reserved for me? 

Can*my God His wrath forbear? 

Me, ‘the chief of sinners, spare? 

Mr. Finney, under conviction of sin, 
determined -that he would go to the 
woods and there settle the matter with 
God. All day long in agony of soul he 
wrestled with doubts and fears. As the 
sun was setting, he sank down into de- 
spair. He came to think he would never 
be converted. e horror of being a 
lost soul stole over him. He seemed to 
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hear a voice asking: “Who are you that 
the God of Heaven should put you into 
His family?” In desperation he threw 
himself into the arms of everlasting 
mercy ‘and the peace of God flooded his 
soul. 


When men come up against the law 
of the Spirit of life and realize that as 
“the wind bloweth where it listeth” so 
is every one that is born of the Spirit, 
they will feel their lost condition. Sin- 
ners are rarely faced with the hazard 
of a lost eternity. They never seem to 
have: been shut up to the mercy of God. 
This may’explain why we have so many 
dry-eyed conversions, why so many are 
stillborn in our churches. There is no 
fear of the Lord. They have never 
seen God as a God of justice. They 
have never cried out, “O wretched man 
that Iam.” These four laws of convic- 
tion, when used by true servants of God, 
in meekness and gentleness, will be hon- 
ored of God to the awakening of souls. 
God help us to use them lawfully. 


(To be continued) 


Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


The Witness of the Temptations, 
Transfiguration, and Resurrection 


What is the connection between the 
Temptations, the Transfiguration, and the 
Resurrection? Does the ordinary indi- 
vidual have an experience like the Trans- 
figuration, or was this an experience tak- 
ing place only in the life of our Saviour? 

I enjoy your paper very much.—A 
Friend in Christ. 

The temptations of our Lord Jesus, 
especially as recorded in Matthew 4 and 
Luke 4, the Transfiguration, and the 
Resurrection all give strong evidence of 
His deity. 

“For we have not an high priest which 
cannot be touched with the feeling of 
our infirmities; but was in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin” 
(Heb. 4:15}. For many years the Times 
has held that not only was our Lord 
entirely sinless, but that He could not 
sin. The three terrible temptations in 
the wildernéss, set before our Lord, 
when He was alone and hungry, by the 
Archenemy, only - served to show to 
Satan and his angels, and to all believers 
down through the centuries that Christ 
is the absolute Lord of all the ‘powers 
of evil, and that He cannot be tempted. 
He Himself said, “The prince of this 
world cometh, and hath nothing in me” 
(John 14:30),=— there was nothing what- 
ever in Christ that responded in the least 
degree to any enticement of the Devil. 
“God cannot be tempted with evil” (Jas. 
1:18). Temptation is not sin. Pure gold 
can be tested, but it is none the less gold. 
In the desert Christ underwent the three 
great forms of temptation to which we 
are all subject: . “The hast of the flesh, 
and ‘the lust of the eyes, and the pride 


of life” (1 John 2:16), and He instantly 
overcame all three by the Word of God. 
“Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, 
angels came and ministered unto him” 
(Matt. 4:11). We see in these tempta- 
tions a great display of His power, and 
thus are given confidence to ‘come 
boldly unto the throne of grace, that 
we may obtain mercy, and find grace 
to help in time of need” (Heb. 4:16). 

At the Transfiguration our Lord Jesus 
Christ’s divine glory shone out through 
His human flesh for a brief space of 
time. No one can look at the sun for 
more than a fraction of a second, yet 
“his face did shine as the sun, and his 
raiment was white as the light” (Matt. 
17:2). Then it was that, for the second 
time (the other being at His baptism), 
God spoke from Heaven, saying, “This 
is my beloved Son, in whdm IF am well 
pleased; hear ye him” (Matt. 17:5). 

Christians have no experience like the 
Transfiguration, for they have no in- 
herent, divine glory, as Christ had. 
Moses’ experience was somewhat like 
it, when “the skin of his face shone” 
as he “came down from mount Sinai 
with the two tables of testimony” in 
his hand (Exod. 34:29). But it was 
not the same, for the light that glowed 
about Moses’ face was evidently only 
a reflection of the divine glory which 
eame upon him as he talked with God 
on the mount, and. not a shining forth 
of that which was within him. 

The bodily resurrection of our Lord 
Jesus Christ is the greatest evidence of 
His deity. At the outset of his Epistle 
to the Romans Paul affirms that he was 
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Ting Li Mei— VIIl 


By CHARLES ERNEST SCOTT, D.D. 


prince of itinerators; On his 

white horse he rode through the 
multitudinous villages of Shantung 
Province, North China,.and miracles of 
grace followed in his wake. Forty-five 
million people constituted his parish. 

One day he arrived at the village of 
Ta Hsin Tan in East Shantung. The 
people there had never before seen a 
“foreign devil.” Upon the main street 
(so familiar, years later, to me), stand- 
ing on a stone, he preached the everlast- 
ing Gospel. How wonderfully it was to 
prove to be “the power of God unto 
salvation,” radiating from that village 
to all of sprawling, giant China! In 
that crowd was a boy who later was 
to have Holy Ghost power which en- 
abled him to move for God many of the 
future Chinese leaders. Of him, a world- 
famed Christian leader, after careful 

“study of him in close association and 
long travel with him among the colleges 
and cities of China, was to declare: “He 
is the most influential Asiatic Christian 
leader since the apostles.” 

On that memorable morning, as Dr. 
Corbett finished addressing his audience, 
this boy in question (like most boys 
who squirm and wriggle in between men 
and get themselves landed in the front 
line of every crowd) —this boy, his 
black eyes shining with interest, caught 
the-missionary’s special attention. The 
tall preacher reached down, put his hand 
upon the boy’s head, and said: “Siao 
hai tze, Woa ta swan, tien tien, kui chen 
shen, kiao ni tang yiesu ti chwan_ tao 
ti.” (“Sonny, I intend daily to pray God 
to make you a preacher of Jesus.”) The 
young heathen lad could not get away 
from the prayers of this good man, and 
became the famous preacher and evan- 
gelist, the Rev. Ting Li Mei. 


D: HUNTER CORBETT wa? a 


Formative Missionary Influences 


The first step was for the boy: to’ go 
to school. This Dr. Corbett arrangéd in 
Dr. Mateer’s Boys’ School at Teng Chow 
Fu, on the north shore of the province. 

Among the many good missionary -in- 
fluences that played upon his life and 
molded his character, he confessed to 
me that the most potent was Mrs. Julia 
Mateer, wife of the great teacher. She 
was the revelation to him of what a 
fine woman could be in culture and 
Christian character, in the “know-how” 
with boys, and in magnificent physical 
courage in the presence of personal 
peril. She strengthened and solidified 
his determination to fulfill Dr. Corbett’s 
hope,—to be a preacher of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Ting graduated from our theological 
seminary, and became a pastor, in the 
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Man of prayer and winner of souls 


Like Praying Hyde of India, Pastor 
Ting Li Mei believed that prayer was 
fundamental, not secondary.. He had 
a notebook in which he recorded the 
names of many hundreds of individ- 
ual. Christians from all parts of the 
world, for whom he prayed day by 
day. He was greatly used of God 
not only as a soul winner himself, 
but in leading others to do the same 
work. This is the eighth biograph- 
ical sketch in Dr. Scott’s series, 








dreadful but blessed Boxer year, 1900 
—dreadful, for the hate-passion un- 
leashed in Chinese and foreigners; 
blessed, for ‘the love passion revealed 
in the missionaries and native Chris- 
tians: One day he found himself in the 
inner yard of a magistrate’s yamen, com- 
mitted. to the tender mercies of the 
ya-i, the official’s henchmen — experts 
from long practice, in slowly murdering 
people in a choice variety of ways. 
The predatory powers of Europe, along 
with Shinto Japan, were busily engaged 
in carving up then helpless China. And 
the American Protestant missionaries, 
with their converts, were naturally but 
erroneously lumped in with these for- 
eign government robbers, as guilty of 
this national rape. So, when Ting was 
brought before the country ruler, and 
was asked: “Are you a Christian?” and 
answered, “Yes,” the magistrate patri- 
otically ordered: “Two hundred 
blows!” Two ya-i, one standing on 
either side of the prostrate and bound 
Ting, alternately struck his bared back, 
the while raucously counting. The bam- 


boo red hissed. through the air (I have 


several times seen this torture) until 
his weakened body was not only lacer- 
ated, but pulpy. Skillfully they - dealt 
it out, They knew that, after the vic- 
tim had passed the writhing and the 
groaning stages, he could stand little 
more—he was:near death. Then the 
obstinate follower of Jesus, “devil of 
the, 2nd degree,” — the missionary alone 
being of “the first” — was remanded to 
prison. This was a hole so foul and 
loathesome that Americans can scarcely 
imagine such a place —low-ceilinged, 
mud-walled, filthy, dirt-floored,— the 
whole place alive with flies and vermin, 
the dysentery victims chained sitting 
together. All this happened in August 
— muggy, hot weather. 

With returning consciousness, Ting, 
like Paul, preached the love of Christ 
to fellow prisoners. . 

While Christians in those days, when 
caught, were hustled into yamens, and 
usually executed at once, Ting arid- a 


-promising young Christian physician as- 
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sociate were to be tortured as long as 
possible before being done to death. 
They were to be played with, as mice 
by cats. Ting was rebeaten, half-starved, 
burned, pinched, had needles driven un- 
der his fingernails, was strung up by 
the thumbs. And he bad none to cali 
upon but God, 

Naturally his missionary friends and 
many Christians were praying for him, 
—not least the fellow clansmen of his 
village, — and through those prayers the 
Lord prepared a way of escape. In His 
own wise way, God Almighty used a 
dramatic, international episode, which 
occurred in a near-by city, as the imme- 
diate cause of Ting’s release. When 
Ting was freed, his conviction about 
the power of prayer as a working force 
had become confirmed. It was to little 
point for scoffers to say that a chain. 
of exciting and unexpected political and 
military happenings had caused Yuan 
Shi Kai, telegraphically reached by the 
American Consul, to order Ting’s re- 
lease. Those who prayed knew that God 
had ordered it through their prayers. 
Joseph, in audience with his guilty 
brethren, said: “Ye sold me hither; for 
God did send me before you to pre- 
serve life” (Gen. 45:5). 

At any rate, Ting Li Mei came forth 
from his harrowing experience a new 
man, having learned to know God imme- 
diately, and to trust Him directly. And 
this was, in Ting’s future ministry, to 
influence multitudes for eternal good. 

There is no time here to detail how 
gently-and winsomely Ting, came into 
my life; as pastor of our Tsingtao 
Church; and ‘baptizing. one of our chil- 
dren then, as we worked together for 
several years in direct evangelistic cam- 
paigns, traveling as a Gospel team 
through the counties of East Shantung. 
But at last the' province could no longer 
contain him. 


A Unique Calling Card 
He began to bé wonderfully used, ail 


“over Chiha, among students and gentry, 


Officials and literati, no less than among 
country Christians and church leaders. 
His calling card revealed the nature of 
the man: “Lord Jesus’ Blessed Doctrine 
Disciple, Ting Li Mei.” I was with him 
in the hospital of his final illness, when, 
like St. Francis of Assisi, he was in 
glory, the Lord of the “Blessed Doc- 
trine.” , 
Of him it has been said: “In recent 
years he has influenced the largest num- 
ber of students to devote their lives to 
the Christian ministry ever secured by 
one man during the history of the church 
in Asia. Those who know him best will 
tell you that the dynamic secret of his 
life is the central place which he gives 
to intercession. The last time I saw him 
he had recorded in a book the names 
of many hundreds of individual Chris- 
tians, from all parts of the world, for 
whom he prayed day by day. In travel- 
ing with him from Shanghai to Dairen, 
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on our way to the conference in Muk- 
den, I observed that he spent hours 
alone, either walking the deck, or seated 
with his book in his hand. Mr. Brock- 
man says that the Student Volunteer 
Movement of China is the result of this 
man’s prayers.” (When Editor C. G: 
Trumbull and wife were visiting us in 
China, we were able to bring together 
these two mutual friends; Trumbull and 
Ting; and to secure for Dr. Trumbull 
a photostat copy of a page from Ting’s 
famous prayer-list book, which now 
hangs framed in the office of the S.S.T.) 

Of Pastor Ting it cannot be said that 
he was a prophet without honor in his 
own country. Not only was the story 
of his experiences and witness carried 
to many lands, but distinctions, in wide 
variety, were heaped upon him —ever 
modest and unspoiled —in his own land. 
At last he became what the West China 
Missionary News styled, “the most 
widely useful Christian in the Repub- 
lic.” He founded the Chinese Student 
Volunteer Movement for the Ministry 
and for Home Missions. It was organ- 
ized to include students in various prov- 
inces of China; and he became its first 
traveling secretary. In the year 1910- 
1911, preceding the Revolution, he was 
used to lead some 700 Christian students 
to enroll in a Volunteer Band, pledging 
themselves to give their lives to win- 
ning their fellows to Christ. 


No Method but Prayer 


Whenever Pastor Ting went to a new 
center, things began to happen. Groups 
of students met to pray all over the 
campus. One by one men began to con- 
fess Christ, and to volunteer for the 
Christian. ministry; even gifted Chinese 
professors renounced high salaries and 
earthly ambitions, and decided’ to be- 
come pastors of the supreme Shepherd. 
When he arrived at a new center and 
was asked as to his methods, Pastor Ting 
would reply: “I have no method but 
prayer.” 

In I Chou Fu, described by one of our 
missionaries resident in that great walled 
city as “the hardest and most unprom- 
ising of our stations,” there were en- 
rolled, under Ting’s leadership, in special 
meetings, 1,398 inquirers, among them 
members of a wealthy and haughty 
gentry. 

The permanent results of Ting’s work 
are suggested by its multiplying power. 
The traveling secretaryship of the Stu- 
_dent Volunteer Movement was created 
for him. Membership therein was not 
easy. He made it plain that members 
—educated Chinese—were to devote 
their lives to this Christian service. He 
organized more than thirty such bands, 
in an equal number of institutions of 
higher learning. In addition, he started 
many prayer circles in girls’ schools, and 
groups of girl workers in coeducational 
colleges. In all this, he had spiritual 
vision. He was particularly interested 
in developing these ‘girls into noble 
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Christian leaders, for the reason that 
he attributed to several lady mission- 
aries the most helpful influences exerted 
over him and certain other fellow stu- 


-dents—men of large ififluence after 


their school days. Therefore he afforded 
his own daughters the best educational 
advantages, that they might also be 
burning and shining lights for the Truth 
as it is in Jesus. 

So it could be said of him: “Famous 
as an evangelist, he is even more so as 
a man whose attractive character and 
conduct constitute a convincing evidence 
of the life of Christ in man.” Needless 
to say, the immediate source of his 
strength was his assimilation of Scrip- 
ture, and prayer—letting God talk to 
him, and then he talking to God. Im- 
pressions of him from West China. cor- 
roborated those from East and North 
and South China: 


His Simple but Bold Message 


Pastor Ting’s own life is nurtured by 
the Word of God. Twice each year, very 
thoughtfully he reads through the Old 
Testament; the New Testament several 
times annually, and the Psalms every 
twenty days. He is thus saturated with 
Scripture, and thus speaks simply, but 
boldly, and with authority. His mies- 
sage to believers and non-Christians 
alike is the clinging presence of inher- 
ited sin, the surpassing love of God, His 
willingness to forgive the repentant, 
and, through His Son, abundantly to 
save. Individual work for others is win- 
somely set forth. In ‘enlisting students 
for Christian service, he does not make 
the task an easy one; instead he issues 
a challenge to faith through an appeal 
to conscience.” His personal attitude 
was, suggested by his illustration of life. 
“It is the warp of the Lord’s weaving, 
which would be useless without the woof 
of our prayers.” The basis of his in- 
creasingly fruitful career was summed 
up in his statement: “I trust the Lord 
to save me; He trusts me to lead others 
to Him.” : 

Thus strength and the beauty of holi- 
ness went out from him. Thus every 
place that Evangelist’ Ting Li Mei vis- 
ited felt the power of his personality 
and message. Thus, through him, many 
students turned to Christ; and large 
numbers entered ‘the ministry. Thus, 
in every place visited, whether cities 
or villages, the Christians were mightily 
moved to newness of life during’ his 
progress through their Province. Every- 
where he emphasized the words of Peter 
(1 Pet. 4:17), tragically illustrated in 
the house of Eli, “Judgment must begin 
at the house of God.” “A quickening 
among the chosen,” he said; “is the pre- 
lude to the heathen turning on a vast 
scale (as in Korea) to the Lord. When 
that day arrives, then China’s millions 
will expérience the mightiest Sychar- 
upheaval of the ages.” 

Usually our interest in any church 
leader is not primarily in his achieve- 
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ments and the honors therefrom, but 
rather in the man behind them; not 
the place of prominence, but the spirit 
in him that causes prominence to seek 
him. It has been truthfully said that 
Ting was a modest, quiet. humble, gen- 
tle man. His was an infectious smile, 
and a persuasive grace that insinuated 
themselves into everyone’s heart. His 
demeanor and the atmosphere that he 
created — what the Chinese would call 
the “hao tze wei” (the “fine flavor”) of 
the man—were such as one could im- 


agine to have been characteristic of - 


the spiritually matured Apostle John, 
or of Browning’s resurrected Lazarus. 
As a help to sensing Ting, to appreciat- 
ing him, one should reread that de- 
servedly famous and searchingly spir- 
itual medical poem, “The Epistle of 
Karshish.” In it a famous Arab leech, 
Karshish, visiting Palestine to ascertain 
the so-called magic worth of certain 
stones and tles, and reporting the 
same to his master physician, Abib, in 
Arabia, happens upon a town called 
Bethany, and there learns of a man 
named Lazarus, who is claimed to have 
been raised from the dead. 


His physician interest intrigued, he in- 
vestigates this phenomenon; and, ques- 
tioning Lazarus, he learns, to his amaze- 
ment, that the subject of his interrogation 
has returned to life and now possesses 
utterly different standards from his own; 
indeed, from those that held him be- 
fore his demise. Things that seem im- 
portant to Karshish &re inconsequential 
to Lazarus; and what he despises are 
precious to Lazarus. The man had 4 


largeness of heavenly horizon, beside 


which his was dwarfed and stunted. 
Lazarus had a conception of the glory of 
the future life that dignified and exalted 
the present beyond the imagination of 
Karshish to conceive. Lazarus experi- 
mentally knew a wonderful and awe- 
some God, of fatherly love and pity that 
filled and thrilled his whole being with 
the glad response of gratitude. 

Now Ting was that sort of man. He 
lived in that kind of realm. He had 
this new and different spiritual perspec- 
tive while living on the earth; a spirit 
that was concerned for his Father’s 
honor; that was almost overpowered, in 
glad amaze, at the glory and grace of 
Almighty God, who also was the 
Heavenly Father brooding over us in 
yearning grace and ineffable tenderness. 

(To be continued) 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments: press, mailing, and 
composing rooms; subscription, account- 
ing, business, circulation, advertising, 


and editorial departments; for the writers 
of lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing tipon the contents 
of the two papers. 


» 











nc a 











—_——_ 


a 








pases rRr 


™~ 
@ 
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Meet. My Congregation 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Where men on the battlefield are learning to know Christ 


URING the service I felt the presence 

of ,God in a precious way. After 
my message, I spoke a few additional 
words, stating that I believed God was 
present to hear and answer prayer. To 
those who would welcome help, I gave an 
invitation to see me after the benedic- 
tion. As the meeting broke up, several 
expressed appreciation for the words 
that I had spoken. One tall infantry- 
man lingered to talk with me. In sub- 
stance he said: “I have been wanting 
to. know how to be saved for a long 
time. I have my Testament here, and 
you can see that I’ve used it. Friday 
hight in my pup-tent I prayed that God 
would arrange to have us moved so that 
we could spend Sunday in a warm, dry 
building and have an opportunity to 
attend service. Saturday we moved into 
this building next to. your hospital, and 
today I have heard your message. God 
has surely answered my prayer, and I 
believe you can help me.” 

That very hour he received assurance 
of salvation and went on his way re- 
joicing. 

One morning I encouraged those feel- 
ing their need of Christ to remain after 
the service. An officer paused to ask 
me if I could help a man who wanted 
to join a church. I assured him that I 
could be of help to the fellow if he 
would send the man to my office that 
afternoon. The man in question did not 
happen to be in the morning service. 
At the appointed hour the young man 
came to my office. He was a short, 
husky tank man. Evidently he was con- 
cerned about his soul’s salvation, and 
it was being manifested by his desire to 
join’ a church. After accepting Christ 
as his Saviour he said that he could 
now see that to be saved was the main 
thing, ard that he would have plenty 
of time to join a church later on. Just 
before leaving I asked him if I ‘could 
hold his M-1 rifle in my hands just to 
see how it felt. While I was admiring 
it, he mentioned that its weight was nine 
pounds. Just the day before I had re- 
ceived word from my wife that our 
nine-pound youngster had arrived. When 
I began to lift the M-1 up and down 
meditatively, he asked me to explain 
the reason for my strange interest. , 

In my congregation there are no civ- 
ilians, no children, ‘no old men, —just 
a solid group of soldiers and a sprinkling 
of nurses. Many shades of Protestant- 


_ ism are represented. Some will tell you 


that they do believe, and always have 
believed, on the Lord Jesus Christ, while 
it is quite evident from their own ad- 
missions that they know nothing of the 
consequent salvation that Paul spoke of 


By CHAPLAIN FARRELL E, EVANS 


in Acts 16:31 as necessarily flowing from 
faith. Many do not differentiate between 
believing merely with the mind and be- 
lieving with the heart. There is a dif- 
ference, and the teaching of God’s Word 
will substantiate that fact. In a com- 
plete faith there is an iritellectual con- 
viction or apprehension by which I take 
in, as it were, the object proposed. to 
me, assuring myself of its character and 
trustworthiness. Many fail here, because 
they do not even intellectually appre- 
hend the true character of the provision 
made in Christ to meet their case. We 
must know God’s plan of salvation; we 
must assent to God’s plan of salvation; 
and, finally, we must appropriate it and 
apply it to our personal needs. Knowl- 
edge, agreement, and appropriation are 
essential ingredients in founding a real 
Christian faith. In this ministry we 
must educate continually, for “faith 
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God.” 

The members of my congregation are 
my friends. We have eaten’ K-Rations 
for midnight lunches and chatted about 
the folks at home; we have taken trips 
to big cities, trips to bloody battle 
pockets, sightseeing trips, and crossed 
France in the same convoy. The speed- 
ometer reading on my jeep shows that 
I have traveled upward of ten thousand 
miles in France, and some of my con- 
gregation have always been with me. 
They have confided in me and asked 
counsel on every conceivable subject 
that might arise in the minds of mén at 
war. 

In my congregation I have a friend 
who reads Hebrew. The other day he 
found an old Hebrew Bible. So we got 
together, he translating direct and I 
making comparisons from my King 
James Version. Another friend is a 
cook. New Year’s Eve he spent the eve- 
ning with me because he felt certain 
that by doing so he’d steer clear of a 
lot of wrongdoing. My assistant is a 
jolly good fellow, and is always an in- 
spiration. Another from Virginia is al- 
ways out to services and brings a group 
along. Just now he is restricted for 
seven days, so I expect to go over in 
the morning and cheer him up a bit. 
Everyone in the organization is known 
quite personally. Here I have friends 
that I'll never forget. 

Friendships are developed among pa- 
tients. In this hospital they seldom stay 
more than ten days. But during that 
time I have opportunity to see them 
often and they really appreciate those 
bedside visits. Some of them have my 
home address and they expect to see me 
back in the States after the war. When 
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I go through a ward I feel that some 
time I may see an old schoolmate of 
bygone days. A nurse in one hospital 
administered medical aid to her own 
brother for a whole day before it was 
generally known. 

When I was first assigned back in the 
States the attendance at services was 
very small. For several months this 
continued. All of a sudden one Sunday 
morning a good crowd turned out. And 
the men were all from my own unit! 
Good attendance has persisted ever 
since, but I often wondered whatever 
happened to those men to bring about 
such a sudden change. Several nights 
ago one of my congregation gave me an 
explanation. He asked: “Chaplain, do 
you remember when you were holding 
services back in the States and just a 
meager handful would come?” 

“Yes,” I replied, “but I’ve never been 
able to figure out the sudden change.” 

“We were talking about it one night 
in: the barracks,” said the soldier. “We 
felt that you were doing everything you 
could for us, and our absence made it 
appear as if we were ungrateful. So 
then and there we all agreed to change 
the situation.” 

It has been a real privilege and an 
adventurous experience to be the pastor 
of this congregation. I would like to 
see many put their trust in Christ. Will 
you that read this article pray to that 
end? 

we 


Highway Evangelism — ViIIl 
Is Your Name Written There? 


By Mark J. Goodger 


HILE in the Southern States I met 
a young Negro, and asked him, “Is 
your name written there?” 

He said: “No, it is not.” 

“Maybe you don’t want it written 
there?” 

“Oh, yes, I does, mister. I certainly 
does want my name written on the page 
white and fair. I’ve just tried and tried, 
and I know. my name ain’t written 
there.” 

“Well, now, that seems strange, in- 
deed. You say you want your name 
written on the page white and fair, and 
you have tried to have it written there, 
and still you know it is not written 
there. I am glad you know that much.” 

I asked him if he had a wife. He 
said, “Yes.” 

“Is your wife’s name written on the 
Book in Heaven?” “She says it is.” - 

“Is your wife anxious for your name 
to be written there?” “Yes, she is; she 
prays for me every day; but I just can’t 
get religion.” 

“Oh! Is it religion you want? I 
thought you wanted your name written 
on the page white and fair?” “Well, 
I’ve been going to the meetings, and I 
don’t feel any different.” : 

“Oh ! Is it feelings you want?” “Well, 
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I -want my name written there, and I’ve 
been running to those meetings and lis- 
tening to that preacher, and I just don’t 
seem to improve at all.” 

“So! Is it improvement you want?” 
“Well, I don’t know what to do. I know 
I just don’t feel any different after try- 
ing mighty hard.’ ; % 

“I know what you expect when you go 
to the meetings. You expect to feel as 
light as a feather. God did not say you 
should’. expect anything like that. 
Brother, what do you do when you are 
sick?” .“I goes to the doctor,” he said, 
“and I tells him I’m sick. And the doc- 
tor he looks at me; he looks down my 
throat, and he puts his ear up against 
my chest, and he takes hold of my wrist 
to feel how fast my pulse am going, and 
he says: ‘You sure am a sick man.’ 


' Then he gives me some medicine and 


he writes the direction how to take the 
medicine.” 

“Do you believe what the doctor tells 
you?” “I sure does, because he tells me 
if I do what he tells me to do, I’ll get 
better.” 

“Are you a lost sinner?” “I must be 
if my name ain’t written on the page 
white and fair.” 

“Is your name written there?” “No.” 

“Then you are really a lost sinner, are 
you not?” “Yes, I am.” 

“Did you ever tell Jesus you were-a 
lost sinner and wanted to be saved?” 
“Yes,” 

“Did He save you?” “Well, I never 
felt any different.” 

“T never said anything about feelings.” 
“Well, I never got no religion.” 

“I never said anything about religion.” 
“Well a 

“Wait a minute. I said, Did Jesus save 
you, when you told Him you were a lost 
sinner and wanted te be ‘saved?” “I 
don’t know.” 

“Maybe you did not believe Him?” 
“Oh! yes, I does.” 

“Well, maybe you did not follow His 
directions?” “I was doing what I thought 
was right.” 

“You believe that Jesus tells the 
truth?” “Yes.” 

“Maybe you didn’t believe what He 
said?” “I believed what the preacher 
said.” | 

“Did the preacher say what Jesus 
said?” “I don’t know.” 

“Are you willing to follow the direc- 
tions Jesus gives?” “Yes.” \ 

“Well, this is what Jesus said, ‘Repent 
ye, and believe the gospel’ (Mark 1:15): 
Are you sorry for your sins?” “Yes.” 

“‘Tf.we confess our sins [to God], he 
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and, to. cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness’ (1 John 1:9). ‘For God’ so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begot- 
ten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting 
life’ (John 3:16). ‘He that believeth on 
the Son hath everlasting life’ (John 
3; 36) .” : 
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_He brought his fist down on my bi- 
cycle and said, with emphasis: “I’ve 
got it; I am now going home and tell 


* my wife the Good News that my name 


is written on the page white and fair.” 
(To. be continued) 


Does the Human Embryo Provide 
Evidence of Evolution?—VIll 


By Arthur I. Brown, M.D., F.R.C.S. 


Question.—Is it not accepted by scientists 
that human embryo at a certain stage of 
its development has a definite tail, and also 
that it is covered with long hair, which 
characteristics definitely link us with a tailed 
and hairy animal ancestry, whether we like 
it or not? 
ie IS easy to detect in this question 

the effect of the confident and oft- 
repeated assertions of the cock-sure evo. 
lutionary teacher. It is not difficult to 
understand how the student feels so 
certain of the truth of these evolution- 
ary claims, not knowing that there is 
any answer, and having—as is to be 
expected —a good deal of faith in his 
teacher’s pronouncements. 

But what are the facts of the case? 
The human embryo displays, from the 
fifth to the eighth week of its existence, 
a ‘well-developed backbone, the terminal 
part of which projects beyond the rest 
of the body, which at this stage, of 
course, is not developed. We see the 
beginnings of arms and legs, and chest 
and abdomen, but the spinal column 
has grown more rapidly. This is what 
the evolutionist terms.a tail. Remem- 
ber, at this early date the entire em- 
bryo is about the size of a pea and the 
“tail” ‘about one-twentieth of an inch 
long. To call it a tail, in any real sense 
of the word, seems to be somewhat over- 
anxious, to say the least! We are told 
that the tail is “lost” as development 
proceeds. If that is the case, the ter- 
mirial pieces of. bony tissue ought to 
disappear, in which eventuality the em- 
bryo must have a greater number of 
individual vertebrae than when it is 
fully developed. But unfortunately for 
the eager devotee of evolution, this does 
not happen. NO piece of bone disap- 
pears; rather, as the body develops, what 
seemed to be a tail turns out to be sim- 
ply the end of the spine, and remains 
as the coccyx. The natural growth of 
the body parts has covered the spinal 
column, so that the tail has disappeared 
into the body! 

It may be granted that, superficially, 
there is a resemblance to a tail, but 
that is inevitable. The correct explana- 
tion of this is easily seen. The body of 
every vertebrate is built up around the 
notochord or backbone. Every verte- 
brate is constructed on the same plan, 
and the embryo exhibits the rudiments 
from which the various organs eventu- 
ally develop, such as the limbs, “tail,” 
etc. 

‘The. growth of each rudiment varies 
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with the order to which its possessor 
belongs. That of the forelimb may de- 
velop into the foreleg of the tiger, the 
paddle of the whale, the wing of the 
bat, or the arm of man. The rudiment 
from which the tail arises may develop 
into a prehengjle tail, as in the New 
World monkeys, a non-prehensile tail as 
in other monkeys; and be it long or short, 
a swimming organ as in Cetacea and 
Sirinia, or, as in man, may be just what 
it is today—the coccyx, consisting of 
five fused bones. 

This is now an outworn argument and. 
little value is attached to it in respon- 
sible circles, although it is still brought 
forward and used by those who have not 
kept up to date with current opinion. 

The question also brings up the alleged 


- long hair — called lanugo — which is sup- 


posed to cover the human embryo until 
a few months before birth, and. is 
claimed to prove a long-haired animal 
ancestry for us. 

It is true that the human body is 
covered with a very fine hair during. the 
embryonic development — hair which is 
so fine it can scarcely be seen; and it 
is equally true that the adult has a hairy 
covering for the body excépt in a few 
locations, such as the palms of the hands, 
soles of the feet, etc. 

Each of the fine hairs in embryo has 
a tiny muscle attached to it and this is 
capable of moving the hair. The func- 
tion of these hairs is to regulate the 
flow of the oily fluid secreted_by the 
sebaceous glands that open into the fol- 
licle or pit in which each hair is im- 
bedded. This function exists throughout 
life; of course, and in the embryo it 
operates to discharge the secretion from 
the sebaceous glands, causing the body 
of the babe to be covered with what is 
known as vernix caseosa until birth. 
This is a protective covering and is use- 
ful. 

When the child is born, there is not 
the same need for profuse secretion 
from the glands and the action is con- 
sequently decreased. But we still re- 
tain the hairs on the body, and to argue 
that because we have hairs in embryo, 
therefore, we are descended from ani- 
mals equipped with the thick hair cov- 
ering they possess, is to extract from 
the fact far more than is warranted. In 
no case is lanugo anything like the thick 
hair of animals. 

But why should this hair be lost if 
it is similar to that which animals pos- 
sess? It would be a very useful adjunct 
to society, it would appear, saving’ much 
financial outlay for clothes, and in many 
ways would be beneficial to mankind, 
—that is, if we ever did have it. 

The real truth is that man has a sim- 
ilar construction; but the hairy covering 
is modified because God has ordained 
that he should wear clothes and thus, 
in this respect as in many others, be 


different from the lower animal creation. _ 


(To be continued) 
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LESSON 8. MAY'20. THE DEFEAT OF THE SOUTHERN KINGDOM 


International Uniform Lesson.—1 ~— 


Golden Text.—Come, and let us return unto the Lord.—Hosea 6:1 


Kine James Version 


Jer. 18:1 The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lorp, 
sa . 
2 Arise, and go down to the potter’s house, and there I will 


cause thee to hear my words. 


3 Then I went down to the potter’s house, and, behold, he 


wrought a work on the wheels. 


4 And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the 
hand of the potter: so he made it again another vessel, as 


good to the potter to make it. 
5 Then the word 
6 O house of Isr 


in mine hand, O house of Israel. 


£ the Lorp came to me, saying, 
1, cannot I do with you as this potter? saith 
the Loro. Behold, as the clay is in the potter’s hand, so are ye 


eremiah 18:1-10, 15a, 17a 


12:1-17, 2 Kings 11 to 25, Jeremiah 18 to 39, printed text, 


cerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull down, and te de- 


stroy it; 


8 If that nation, against whom I have pronounced, turn from 
their evil, I will repent of the evil that I thought to do unto.them. 


9 And at what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and 


concerning a kingdom, to build and to plans it; 


10 If it do evil in my sight, that it obey not my voice, then I 


incense to vanity. 


will repent of the good, wherewith I said I would benefit them. 
15a Because my people have forgotten me, they have burned 


17a I will scatter them as. with an east wind before the enemy. 
The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 


righted by the International Council of Religious Education 


7 At what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and con- 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. lronside, Litt.D. ‘ 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


HILE idolatry prevailed from 

V V the first (that is, from the days 

of Jereboam I) in Israel, the 
kingdom of the ten tribes, it was other- 
wise in Judah, the kingdom of the two 
tribes, which remained faithful to the 
house of David. There we find alter- 
nate periods of devotion to Jehovah, and 
apostasy, leading to the worship of Baal 
and other heathen gods and goddesses. 
Many of tHe kings of Judah were‘ faith- 
ful, devoted men, who honored God and 
sought to shepherd His people in a man- 
ner worthy of Him whose name they bore. 
We think of kings like Asa (2 Chron 14, 
15, and 16), Jehoshaphat (2 Chron. 17 
through 20), Uzziah (2 Chron. 26), 
Hezekiah (2 Chron. 29 through 32), and 
Josiah (2 Chron. 34 and 35). While each 
of these kings failed in some degree, 
the general tenor of their lives was in 
the way of righteousness. 

The other rulers of Judah were either 
weak and. vacillating men or positively 
wicked kings who revolted from Jeho- 
vah and became the patrons of idolatry. 
Because of their evil ways, in which the 
mass of the people acquiesced (Jer. 5: 
30; 31), God sent one prophet after an- 
other to warn of impending judgment 
uriless there was a real turning back to 
Himself. Isaiah prophesied in the days 
of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah 
(Isa. 1:1), and Micah was contemporary 
with him through most of his years of 
ministry. Jeremiah came later, from 
the days of the godly king Josiah 
through the declension that followed 
under Josiah’s sons and grandson. He 
was still in the land and exercising his 
prophetic office when his words were 
fulfilled in the destruction of Jerusalem 
by. the armies of Nebuchadnezzar, and 
the captivity of Judah, when God for- 
sook His throne in the earthly sanctuary 
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and gave His people over to be: scat- 
tered through the world by their Gentile 
oppressors, The present lesson has; to 
do with a part of Jeremiah’s faithful 
testimony, shortly before the judgment 
fell. 


The Historical Setting 


The kingdom of Judah continued. for 
something like a century and a half 
after Israel, the northern kingdom, was 
carried into captivity by the Assyrians. 
Instead of heeding this warning and so 
returning to the Lord, Judah soon began 
to drift, until at last there was no rem- 
edy, and they were carried away by the 
Chaldeans. There were three separate 
captivities for Judah: the first, under 
King Jehoiakim; the second, under his 
son Jehoiachin; and the last, under the 
brother of Jehoiakim, Zedekiah. With 
the destruction of Jerusalem the times 
of the Gentiles began. 

Verse by Verse . 

Jer. 18:1, 2—*“*Arise, and go down to 
the potter’s. house.” At the command 
of Jehovah, the prophet Jeremiah was 
bidden to visit a pottery, where he would 
see certain lessons exemplified as the 
potter wrought with his wheel. Scrip- 
ture often pictures God as the Potter 
and men and* women as earthen vessels 
(Rom. 9:21, 22). 

Verse 3.—“I went down to the potter’s 
house, and, behold,‘ he wrought a work 
on the wheels.” The pottery was prob- 
ably outside the walls of the city, where 
suitable clay could be found for mak- 
ing jars and bowls and other kinds of 
earthenware. As the prophet entered 
the establishment, he found the potter 
making a vessel upon the wheels. 

Verse 4.—“The vessel that he made of 
clay was marred ... so he made it 
again.” As Jeremiah looked on, he saw 
that the vessel was ruined in the process 
of working it on the wheels. But it 
was not cast away as though it had be- 
come utterly useless. The potter crushed 
the clay, softened it again with running 


and used by permission. 


water, and refashioned it. -This was a 
vivid: illystration of what God can do 
with broken lives, or with nations that 
have turned away from allegiance - to 
Himself. 


Verses 5, 6—“O house of Israel, can- 
not I do with you as this potter?” The 
Lord applied the acted parable in a 
very definite way. Notice that He speaks 
of the house of Israel and what He could 
do for them, although already the north- 
ern kingdom of Israel had ceased to 
exist. But the kingdom of Judah rep- 
resented Israel before God at that time. 
He was about to cast them out of the 
land as a marred vessel. But He could 
(and would) make them again, renewing 
them and recovering them in His own 
due time. “As the clay is in the potter’s 
hand” so were they, as a people, in His 
“hand and He could either destroy them 
utterly or remake them: for His glory. 


Verses 7, 8—“At what instant I shall 
speak concerning a nation . ., to de- 
stroy it; if that nation ... turn from 
their evil, I will repent.” There is noth- 
ing arbitrary in God’s dealings with men, 
as nations or kingdoms. If, because of 
their sins, He has pronounced judgment, 
He reserves to Himself the right to show 
mercy and to deliver them if they turn 
to Him in repentance. He did this for 
Nineveh (see the Book of Jonah), and 
He is always ready to deal in the same 
way with any. people who turn from 
their evil doings and seek His face. 


Verses 9, 10—“At what instant I shall 
speak concerning a nation .. : to build 
. .. it; if it do evil in my sight ...I 
will repent of the good, wherewith ... 
I would benefit them.” Not only will 
God reverse the sentence of judgment if 
a nation repents of its wickedness, but 
He also reserves to Himself the right 
to refuse to continue to bless and protect 
any people who, whatever their faith- 
fulness in the past, shall turn away from 
obedience to His law in days to come. 
These verses set forth principles of the 
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Divine Government which the histories 
of all nations verify. 


Verse 15.—“Because my ‘people have 
forgotten me.” This was the sin of 
Judah. He who had been their Deliv- 
erer and their King through long cen- 
turies was forgotten and neglected, and 
so the way was open for idolatry of 
every description. 

Verse 17.—“I will scatter them as with 
an east wind before the enemy.” Be- 
cause of their apostasy, they should be 
unable to stand before their foes. Their 
own sins had brought condign judgment 
upon them. In a very short time after- 
ward, these words had their terrible 
fulfillment in the sack of Jerusalem, the 
destruction of the Temple, and the cap- 
tivity of Judah, which was destined to 
last for seventy years, until the divine 
Potter made again the vessel that had 
been so marred, and restored a remnant 
to their own land, there to await the 
coming of Messiah. 

The Heart of the Lesson 
Solemn and helpful lessons are to be 
learned in the house of the potter — 
lessons that are intended to correct man’s 
pride and self-sufficiency. As the clay 
is in the potter’s hand, so are men in 
the hands of God. He “worketh all 
things after the counsel of his own will” 
(Eph. 1:11), not, however, in an unfeel- 
ing and arbitrary manner, but with our 
blessing ever in view. He delights to re- 
make broken lives and to rebuild ruined 
nations when there is self-judgment and 
repentance which results in confession 
of sin and humiliation of soul. If this 
be lacking, then, as the potter discards 
useless broken potsherds, so will God 
give men up to judgment because of 
their self-will and persistent wickedness. 
A Lesson Outline 
Tue Roap To NATIONAL RUIN 

A Bad Beginning—Rehoboam’s Folly (1 
Kings 12) ’ 

Evil Fruit—Athaliah’s Treachery (2 
Kings 11) 

Conflicting Principles—Jehoash to Zede- 
kiah (2 Kings 12 to 25) 

Prophetic Warnings Unheeded (Jer. 18 
to 38) . 

Judgment Executed (Jer. 39) 

Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

Character of Jeremiah and His Min- 
istry. In Jeremiah we see ‘a man, natu- 
rally timid and -retiring, taken up by 
God and commissioned to be His mouth- 
piece to the nation of Judah. To him 
was given special spiritual insight that 
he might discern and expose the un- 
reality and formality that existed even 
in the times of greatest blessing. A man 
of a very tender and loving heart, he 
grieved as he saw his own prophecies 
in process of fulfillment and realized 
the doom to which his people were has- 
tening. Like our Lord, he was’ a man 
of tears, who wept because of the im- 
pending fate of Jerusalem. Compare 
Jeremiah 9:1 with Luke 19:41, 42. The 
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Last Week's Lessen 
%. May 13.—The Tragedy of the North- 
ern Kingdom. 1 Kings 12 to 22; 
2 Kings 1 to 10; 15; 17:6-8 
Next Week's Lesson 
9. May 27.—The Returned Exiles and 
Their Work ............ Ezra; Nehemiah 


ee 
See 








more closely one walks with God him- 
self, the more painful will be the evi- 
dences of declension on the part of 
others. After the words of Jeremiah 
were fulfilled in the destruction of the 
city and its glorious. Temple, and the 
captivity of the king and thousands of 
the people, the prophet remained in the 
land, and identified himself with the 
“poor of the flock,” who were permit- 
ted to abide there by Nebuchadnexzar’s 
agents. 

The Lesson for Us. There are two 
ways of learning the folly of departure 
from God. One is for each to tread 
the thorny path of rebellion and back- 
sliding for himself, and so prove that it 
is indeed an evil thing and bitter to 
forsake the Lord. The other is to profit 
by the experiences of others, and to 
learn from God’s dealings with them 
the danger of drifting, and so coming 
under the chastening rod. We may well 
see in the behavior of Judah how peril- 
ous it is to allow enything to take the 
place of God Himself in our hearts and 
lives. No one ever hardened himself 
against Him without suffering sorely for 
it at last. 


Summaries and Applications 


Any nation is on the road to disaster 
when its people displace God by self- 
interest or any other principle that 
weakens their sense of responsibility to 
Him. 

When Judah feared the Lord and rev- 
erenced His sanctuary, they were con- 
scious of His gracious care over them. 
When they forgot God, they were left 
exposed to the power of their enemies. 

From time to time, God wrought re- 
vival and recovery in Judah through 
faithful rulers, who set an example of 
piety before the nation. But these times 
of blessing were soon forgotten and the 
people and their leaders lapsed into idol- 
atry. 

God sought to awaken the consciences 
of the people of Judah by directing 
their attention to that which had be- 
fallen backsliding Israel, but there was 
no lasting response, so judgment had to 
follow (Jer. 3:8-10). 

It is notigeable that the nearer Jeru- 
salem was to her doom, the more con- 
fidently her optimistic, false prophets 
preached “Peace, peace,” when there 
was ho peace in sight (Jer. 6:14; 8:11). 
Let us learn from this the folly of self- 
complacency when flagrant sin is every- 
where manifest. 

In Jeremiah, God found a man who 
could be faithful without being -cen- 
sorious; one whose heart yearned over 


; 





May 5, 1945 


the people whose judgment he foresaw 
so clearly. It is one thing to cry out 
against iniquity in others; it is quite 
another to bear it on our hearts before 
God ahd to identify ourselves in spirit 
with those whose ways give cause for 
concern and anxiety. 
Cuicaco. 
ve 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


T was the characteristic difference 
between Israel and Judah? 


2. What finally brought about the 
destruction of Jerusalem and the captivity 
of Judah? A 


3. Was Jeremiah a popular preacher? If 
not, why not? 


4. What lesson should we learn from 
Judah’s failure? 


5. From a Scriptural point of view, what 
period of history began with the final cap- 
tivity of Judah? 


6. Did God cast off His Chosen People 
when He sent them into captivity? 


7. Did the Jews, as a nation, ever return 
from captivity? 


8. What is the hope for a nation or in- 
dividual that forgets God? 


/ (Answers on page 346) 
we 
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Leafiets giving a list of the lessons for the 
and explaining the conditions upon which 
iiustra tions are accepted may be had from 
the Times for 10 cents. $1 is paid for each 
| ae mea accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
ustrati6ns must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
from oustins “Tilustration Round 


Tables.” ference Byes to illustrations 
on the printed alg text. use of the 
resent pa . readers are asked to 


t the total” submaitied on each lesson to 
four illustrations. : 

Advance Can Be Undoing.—Come, and 
let us return unto the Lord (Hosea 6:1, 
Golden Text). Sir Philip Gibbs, the 
brilliant -war correspondent, declared 
that “all our boasted advances in ‘sci- 
entific adventure and discovery will be 
our national undoing, unless we recover 
our religious faith.” —From Herbert 
Lockyer, in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Mrs. S. Otis Roe, Lynn, Mass. — 


It Needs to Be Melted and Remade.— 
And the vessel that he made of. clay 
was marred in the hand of the potter: 
so he made it again another vessel, as 
seemed good to the potter to make it 
(Jer. 18:4). Human nature is too bad 
to be improved, too dilapidated tu be 
repaired. Here is a cracked bell. How 
again to restore it? By one of two 
methods. The first is to repair the bell, 
te encompass it with hoops. Neverthe- 
less, you can easily discern the crack 
of the bell in the crack of the sound. 
The only effectual way is to remelt the 
bell and recast it; then it will ring clear, 
sonorous. “Human nature is a bell, sus- 
pended high in the steeple of creation, 
to ring forth the praises of the Creator. 
But in the fall in Eden the bell cracked. 
How again to restore it? By one of two 
ways. One is to surround it with out- 
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ward laws and regulations. This is the 
method adopted by philosophy, as em- 
bodied in practical statesmanship, and 
without doubt there is marked improve- 
ment in the sound. Nevertheless the 
crack in the metal shows itself in the 
crack of the tone. The best way is to 
remelt it, recast it, remold it; and this 
is God’s method in the Gospel. He re- 
melts our being, refashions us, makes 
us new creatures in Christ Jesus; and 
by and by we shall sound forth His 
praises in a nobler, sweeter strain than 
ever we did before—From Moody 
Monthly. Sent by Mrs. Robert Vining, 
Piedmont, W. Va. Prize illustration. 


The Stone Inside—If that nation, 
against whom I have pronounced, turn 
from their evil, I will repent of the evil 
that I thought to do unto them (Jer. 
18:8). I was talking toa little group 
of boys and girls in a Sunday school 
in San Francisco. “How sad to know, 
each time you say ‘No’ to the Lord 
Jesus, your heart gets a little harder, 
and if you keep on saying ‘No,’ the heart 
gets harder and harder until by-and-by 
God calls it a heart of stone, and you 
persist in spurning His grace, and you 
will therefore die in your sins.” So 
I was pleading with those boys and girls 
to give their hearts to Jesus in their 
early days. There was one dear little 
tot there, only five years old. Her 
mother brought her to Sunday school 
and then took her home. The little one 
was thinking of her own dear father 
who never went to hear the Word of 
God. When she got to the house she 
darted into her father’s arms, and said, 
“Daddy, Daddy, feel your heart! Is it 
getting like stone?” He said, “What are 
you talking about?” She said, “Well, 
the man at Sunday school said if you 
say ‘No’ to Jesus, you are going to get 
a stone inside. Oh, Daddy, I hope you 
haven’t, for if you have, you can’t be 
saved.” The father said angrily to the 
mother, “What have they been telling 
this child, anyway?” Then the mother 
explained alittle more fully, and when 
he saw the tears in his wife’s eyes and 
felt the arms of his little girl abott his 
neck, and heard her saying, “Oh, Daddy, 
don’t go on saying ‘No’ to Jesus,” he 
looked up and said, “Well, I think I’had 
better settle this thing,” and he got down 
on his knees and yielded his life to 
Christ—From “Addresses on the Gospel 
of John,” by H. A. Ironside. Sent by 
Mrs. Robert Vining, Piedmont, W. Va. 


“The Father Saw Him ... and Ran.” 
—If that nation ... turn from their 
evil, I will repent of the evil that I 
thought to do unto them (Jer. 18:8). 

Whoso draws near to God one step 

through doubtings dim, 
God will advance a mile in blazing light 
to him. 
—From tu church bulletin. Sent by Emma 
Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 


Forgetting Our Promises.—My people 
have forgotten me (Jer. 18:15). It ig 
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Walter Kierman, International News 
Service staff correspondent, who recalls 
the Nippons’ words: “Japan never will 
forget!” The earth had stopped rum- 
bling, the gigantic waves had receded, 
but weird tongues of flame still danced 
in the ruins of Tokyo and Yokohama 
when that message was received in 1923 
by the American Red Cross. Many 
thousands lay dead in the streets or in 
their homes, many more thousands were 
homeless, orphaned. Disease and despair 
rode hand in hand through the land. 
And then came a parade of ships, Ships 
from America loaded with food and 
clothing and medical supplies and vol- 
unteer workers. “Japan never will for- 
get!” The American Red Cross did the 
job, did it with ten million dollars out 
of the pockets of the people of the United 
States — people to whom the golden rule 
was something more than just a printed 
line. Ten million dollars to save a stricken 
people. But despite Japan’s reiterated 
promise, she did forget—or else she is 
guilty of something worse than forget- 
fulness —that of returning vengeance 
for mercy, for the surprise attack on 
Pearl Harbor brought death to thou- 
sands. How many times God had prom- 
ised and fulfilled those promises, to the 
Children of Israel, for good things, and 
His leading, but they.soon forgot Him. 
Despite their reiterated promise: “All 
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that the Lord hath spoken we will do” 
—they forgot Him! Have we forgotten 
our promises to Him?—From a tract. 
Sent by Helen Palmer, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


God’s Merciful Exactness.—I will scat- 
ter them (Jer. 18:17a). No physician 
ever weighed out medicine to his patient 
with half so much care and exactness as 
God weighs out to us every trial; not one 
grain too much does He ever permit 
to be put in the scale-—From the Gospel 
Message. Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, 
Can. 

we 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By the late William H. Ridgway 


The Clay Bank.—Cannot I do with 
you as this potter? ...as the clay... 
in the potter’s hand (Jer. 18:6). When 
I was in the great city one day, I came 
to a window in which was a machine 
baking griddle cakes. I stopped and 
watched it with interest. The dropping 
of the exact amount of batter upon the 
hot revolving plate, the turning of the 
cake over, and the final deposit of three 
cakes on the waiting dish, was fascinat- 
ing. The next time I passed the place 
without stopping. Just gave it a glance 
and saw it was doing exactly the same 
old thing in the same old way. 

All over the city there are other win- 
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dow activities advertising one and the 
other thing. Now if it were possible 
to put a potter and his wheel in action 
in a window on a busy street, the owner 
would hear from the police department, 
and the exhibit would be stopped. The 
crowd in front, watching the potter at 
his work, would block the traffic. 

Watching a potter with his bare hands 
and rude tools fashioning a graceful 
article on his wheel is more of a fas- 
cinating pleasure than watching the bak- 
ing of cakes. Jeremiah’s figure for 
God’s dealing with the Hebrews is very 
appropriate. | 

What is more interesting in history 
than God’s work with the “clay” of His 
Chosen People? You have it all nicely 
cataloged in the seventh chapter of Acts, 
as a synopsis, in Stephen’s speech. 

Few people nowadays read Green’s 
“History of the English People,” McMas- 
ter’s “History of the People of the United 
States,” Grote’s “History of Greece,” 
or Gibbon’s “Decline and Fall of the 
Roman Empire.” But today millions will 
be reading of the decline and fall of the 
Hebrew nation. And as the millions in 
the past have been reading it, so will 
millions in the future read it. 

There are many lessons to be drawn 
from the potter and his wheel, and his 
clay. When the potter’s clay fails him, 
he gets a new gob and tries again. His 
work goes right on with “scrap” clay 
worked over in the Babylonian “clay 
pits.” Read Ezra and Nehemiah for the 
details. Look around you for local ex- 
hibits ! 

Here is something you may like to 
work out. Clay is the “ore” from which 
aluminum is made. In that bank of 
“mud” is a bright aluminum teakettle 
and many another domestic vessel and 
implement, while that “old bum” is 
“nasty sticky mud,” when the Potter 
or Refiner gets hold of him we have a 
Mel Trotter and a Jerry McAuley. 


Incense to Sin—Because my people 
have forgotten me, they have_ burned 
ineense to vanity (v..15). There used 
to be, and probably still are, displayed 
in the 5 and 10 cent stores, small images 
of idols and their shrines. With these 
was sold little black blocks of stuff 
something like the old Fourth of July 
punk. You lit it and it smouldered along 
giving forth a pungent odor. It was 
called “incense.” When burned on the 
porch, it was supposed to keep away 
mosquitoes. As far as our Brandywine 
“skeeters” were concerned it was burn- 
ing “incense to vanity.”. They came 
right on in their lust for human gore! 
“Incense to vanity” does not appease the 
Devil’s sting! 

The burning of incense has always 
been considered an act of worship among 
the heathen. The Hebrews were given 
full and explicit directions as to how 
they should approach God in worship, 
The Tabernacle, the place of worship, 
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was described ‘in great detail and so 
constructed. ’ 

It was the smoke of the altar with 
the blood sacrifice that marked the He- 
brew priests’ approach to God. There 
is nothing that can show more plainly 
the turning away from God than the 
burning of “incense to vanity.” The 
Children of Israel had sunk to the level 
of out-and-out idol worshipers. 

Who is this “goddess” Vanity? _There 
is a whole lot more of her than most 
of us think. Empty, Worthless, Futile, 
Proud of Pretty Things. Conceit, Silly, 
Showy, Delusive, Trifling, Trivial, Un- 
successful. They read like the many 
names of some member of a royal fam- 
ily!. These names were gotten out of 
the dictionary. All students of the his- 
tory of the Children of Israel will agree 
that this rushing-to-its-ruin nation had 
about all of them and then some. 

God never forsakes man or nation. It 
is the man or nation that forsakes God 
and gets off the right and safe road and 
lands in the “ditch.” In the last lesson 
the northern kingdom goes down in the 
Babylonian bogmire. 

In jails and hospitals and poorhouses 
are to be found those who once trav- 
eled a safe road with God. They forsook 
God and began to offer “incense” to 
vanities in the shape of drink, horse 
racing, card playing, and the whole 
galaxy of sin. 


‘Some Good Sticking Around.—I will 
scatter them as with an east wind be- 
fore the enemy (v. 17). A few years 
ago there was a popular novel. which 
told the story of the war between the 
North and the South. I wonder, if we 
had split in two as did the Hebrew 
nation, whether we would have been 
swallowed up in some Assyria and Ba- 
bylon! God has been good to us. Now 
our Northern ,bands play “Dixie,” and 
the’ Southern bands play “Yankee 
Doodle,” and both play “My Country, 
*Tis of Thee.” 

It should always be borne .in mind 
that while Israel as a nation fell away 
from God so thoroughly that God had 
to do something drastic with them, yet 
there was always a remnant who stood 
true. God told Elijah, when Elijah was 
at his bluest and cried, “I, even I only, 
am left,” “I have left me seven thou- 
sand in Israel . . . which have not 
bowed unto Baal” (1 Kings 19:18). 

From the Hebrews taken from the 
southern kingdom came men like Ezra 


and Nehemiah and Daniel and Shadrach, 


Meshach, and Abednego (Dan. 1:7). 
The point that is being made in this 
paragraph is that if there is any good in 
a nation or man that God can get hold 
of, He will use it greatly. God wants 
every man, family, and nation to be 
happy and successful, and has given 


» careful, accurate, arid specific directions 


in a Book called the Bible. 
COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 
Friends Help One Another (Jer. 38:7-13) 


Quiz 
1. Where was Jeremiah? 
2. Who was his friend who went to the king 
about him? 


3. What did the king command? 


4. How did they get him out? 
5. How did God reward Ebed-melech be- 
cause he put his trust in Him and for 
oe ee to Jeremiah? (Jer. 39: 
18. 


HIS is really an effective story to 
tell the little children. Jeremiah 
was a faithful prophet, telling Judah 
and her king that God was going to 
send them into captivity for their sins. 


‘Of course they didn’t like him or his 


prophecies. They called him a prophet 
of evil. Today we would call him a 
pessimist or a calamity howler. The 
princes and leading men decided they’d 
stop him somehow. His prophecies were 
destroying the morale of the people, they 
said. So they went to the king and told 
him. how bad his talking was for the 
people, and the king told them to go 
ahead and do what they pleased with 
Jeremiah. 

So they put him in a dungeon in the 
court of the prison. It was a horrible 
hole with deep mud in it, so poor Jere- 
miah sank down in the mud. 

But he had a friend at the. king’s 
palace, an Ethiopian by the name of 
Ebed-melech. He went to the king and 
told him it. was awful for the princes 
to have put Jeremiah in that dungeon. 
The king gave him permission to take 
him out. 

So Ebed-melech took some men with 
him and they went to get Jeremiah out. 
But poor Jeremiah was sunk down ‘in 
the mud, so they threw down some old 
rags for him to put under his arms, 
under the ropes they told him ‘to put 
around. him, so they wouldn’t hurt him 
too much when they pulled him out. 
They took him into the court of the 
prison where he stayed until the city 
was taken. 

God ‘remembered Ebed-melech, and 
told Jeremiah to tell him that when the 
city was taken, he would not be killed, 
but would be delivered, because he had 
believed God, and cared for His prophet. 

God always honors those who believe 
Him. We have a list of heroes in He- 
brews 1I, who believed God, and it was 
counted unto them for righteousness. 

If. we believe God, we will believe in 
His Son, Jesus Christ, and we will ac- 
cept His sacrifice for our sin, and let 
Him save us. Ebed-melech believed the 
messages God gave to Jeremiah. If we 
believe God, we will believe all of God’s 
Book, the Bible. The Bible is God's 
message to us, through different men. 

‘Because Ebed-melech believed God, he 
was delivered when the enemy captured 
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the city. If we believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, we have eternal life, and 
shall not come into judgment in that 
day when God shall judge those who 
have not believed Him. 

I hope you will all.stand with Ebed- 
melech, who believed God. 

Mopesto, CaLuir. 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class ~ 


AY, fellows, there are many refer- 

ences in the Bible to potters and 
to potters’ clay and to pots, but in to- 
day’s lesson is the one place where we 
find a potter actually at work. I have 
watched a potter work, and it is fascinat- 
ing to see a lump of clay in his hands 
take form into a shapely vessel, as if 
by magic. The operator’s deft fingers 
seem just to caress a shapeless mass into a 
‘ thing of beauty. His task is made easier 
by reason of the clay resting upon a 
spinning circular table. Sometimes his 
hands seem hardly to move at all as by 
the almost imperceptible manipulation of 
a finger the neck of a beautiful urn or vase 
is formed. God was teaching a national 
lesson through Jeremiah in this incident 
of the potter, and it was such a stinging 
rebuke to the men of Judah and of Jeru- 
«salem that they planned’ to take the 
prophet’s life.’ 

Figures in the Bible, teaching national 
lessons, apply equally as well to individual 
life, for, after all, the moral qualities of 
a’nation are made up of the moral qual- 
ities of its citizens. Jeremiah’s incident 
of the potter will help you and me to get 
a grasp of the very happiest relation- 
ship we can have to sour Heavenly 
Father, to our Lord and Saviour, and 
to the Holy Spirit our Guide and 
Teacher. The Lord God is the Patter; 
we are the clay. Until the Potter 
touches us we are spirituaily only a 
shapeless mass of stubbornness. But He 
wants to lay His hands upon us, for He 
has in His infinite wisdom a design for 
us. He wants to take this shapeless 
piece of clay and mold it into a thing 
of beauty in His own eyes, and into a 
vessel that will be of great use. to Him. 

Clay in the earthly potter’s hands is 
soft and yielding, so that the operator 
can make exactly the shape and kind of 
vessel he has in mind. If you and I are 
entirely yielded, the Lord can shape us 
into exactly what He wants. Here is 
where the figure mounts to a much 
higher level, for the earthly potter’s 
clay has no mind or will of its own. 
But with you and me it is different. We 
do have intelligence and understanding, 
and we have a will of our own. God 
has graciously made it so, in order that 
our yielding-mdy be of high moral sat- 
isfaction to us, as well as an honor to 
Him. 

There is another way in which we 


are Cifferent from the pot of clay. When. 
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the potter completes his work he places 
the pot upon a shelf or table. There it 
must remain until he or someone else 
removes it. Maybe he fills it with some- 
thing he wants it to hold. The pot is 
self-helpless. Some. enemy may come 
and empty it, then refill it with an ob- 
noxious thing. The pot cannot even 
make a protest. But with you and me 
it is different. The divine Potter has 
given us feet to move about from place 
to place, hands to work with, eyes with 
which to see, and a mind of-our own, 
which means also the will to do. With 
these we serve Him. And that we may 
be always led into just the service He 
wants, or to wait quietly until He is 
ready, He has given to us the Holy Spirit 
to teach and guide us, to interpret to us 
His will as we read His Word. 
Laid on Thine altar, O my Lord divine, 
Accept this gift I make for Jesus’ sake; 
I have no jewels to adorn Thy shrine — 
No far-famed sacrifice to make: 
But here within my trembling hand 
I bring this will of mine, a thing that 
seemeth small; 
And Thou, O Lord, canst understand 


How when I bring Thee this, I bring 
Thee all. 


JACKSONVILLE, N. C. 
we 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Al- 
mighty God, our Heavenly Father, we 
thank Thee for the story of Thy dealings 
with Thy people of old. How often Thy 
chosen servants came short of Thy design 
for them! How patiently didst Thou en- 
courage into life the least spark of de- 
votion and obedience in them! Our 
Father, we in this latter day, servants 
of Thine upon the earth, desire to spend 
and be spent in more faithful and un- 
broken service. Cleanse us, we beseech 
Thee, of all pride and vainglory. Teach 
us to use power not rudely, but. with 
tender strength. And may we take coun- 
sel with Thy Spirit more than with, man 


for guidance in the deep and solemn’ 


silences of life when we are quite alone 
with Thee. May we be not yoke makers 
but yokemates for those with whom our 
lot is cast. Help us to be habitually and 
humbly far more considerate of others 
than we expect others to be of us. May 
Thy Spirit within us hold our words and 
deeds to the simple serving of others. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

After the. Lesson. — Two teachers 
worked together in the same college. 
One greeted a new class with, “Now I 
want every man in this room to under- 
stand distinctly that I shall tolerate no 
nonsense. There must be perfect order 
in the room.” -And there never was 
after that. The other teacher said noth- 
ing about order. He never had to. What he 
taught he made so interesting; what he 
said was always so warm and friendly; 
what he expected was always so worthy; 
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Where Can They Sleep— 


uniform 
43 Rey York City? Hotels ¥ 


are out of the —_ 


We care for som N.B. 
dormitories, but often have. to ‘eli 
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what he would do for any man in the 
class was always so generously helpful 
that his class never needed a single word 
about order. He was there to help, and 
the men knew it. The older advisers 
of Rehoboam understood that principle. 
Fierce severity begets the need for more 
of the same sort. True service sweetens 
life for the served and the servant. 





ERVICE 
MY CHOICE? 
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Boys, do you ever treat. a younger 
fellow roughly just because you can? 
Some of the “kids” have a pretty hard 
time of it. Couldn’t you see how to 
help them a bit? And some grown men 
have strange ideas of power when they 
make work harder than it needs to be 
for employees just because they can, 
and to show their authority! They only 
show their folly. Instead of making the 
yoke heavy, get under it and lift! That 
is service. 

PHILADELPHIA. 

we 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
A Prophet Who Refused to Be Silenced 
(Jer. 38:5-13) 


EE that the Books of Poetry are 

added to the outline chart of Books 
of the Bible. If they were not taught 
during the week at a special class ses- 
sion, leaflets may be made to represent 
them: Job—the man who had a hard 
time but still trusted God; Psalms—songs 
and prayers, many composed by David; 
Proverbs—good advice by King Solomon 
and others; Ecclesiastes—a sermon by 
Solomon; Song of Solomon—a _ love 
poem; Lamentations—Jeremiah’s poems 
of grief about the destruction of Jeru- 
salem. 


Can you name two sweanate of the 
northern kingdom of Israel? The 
prophets had to be brave men to give 
God’s messages of warning and threats 
of punishment to the people. The south- 
ern kingdom of Judah had its grophets, 
too,— Isaiah and Jeremiah. They had 
no easy time, for many of the southern 
kings did not follow God. Our visit 
today takes us about three hundred 
more years down the centuries. 


The Babylonian army has been be- 
sieging the city of Jerusalem for some 
time. Bread is getting very scarce. We 
inquire for the prophet Jeremiah. “He’s 
in prison,” Someone says. “You know 
when the nobles accused him of being a 
traitor and helping the enemy by his 
prophecies, King Zedekiah just said, ‘Do 
what you want to; I don’t care.’ So they 
put him into an empty well in the prison 
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yard — not much water but lots of mud.” 

We finally locate the prison. From 
the depths of the well we hear Jere- 
miah’s pleading voice: “My enemies tor- 
ment me like a bird, without reason. 
They are killing me in this dungeon. 
They have put a stone over me. I am 
drowned, I am forsaken. O Lord, save 
me.” (Lam. 3:52-55.) Now see coming! 
A colored man and thirty others. They 
have a rope and many old clothes. One 
of the men removes the large stone 
covering from the well. The colored 
man leans over the edge of the well: 
“Jeremiah, I have gotten permission 
from the king to take you out of this 
hole. We will let down these old clothes 
to you. Put them under the rope so 
it will not cut you.” Soon the men have 
hold of the rope, and up Jeremiah comes, 


. plastered with mud. Listen: “O Lord, I 


called upon thee out of the depths of 
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Lesson for May 20 


the dungeon, and thou hast heard my 
voice, Thou hast saved my life.” (Lam. 
3:55-58.) To the colored man: “The 
Lord the God of Israel says, “I will in- 
deed bring evil upon this city and you 
will see it.. But I will take care of you. 
You will not be killed, but be safe be- 
cause you have put your trust in me.” 
(Jer. 39: 15-18.) 

This was only one of several times 
that Jeremiah was abused because he 
gave God’s words to people. But in 
spite of troubles he kept on saying what 
God told him. He stayed in prison until 
Jerusalem was captured and thousands 
of its people were carried off prisoners 
to Babylon. “Be not overcome of evil, 
but overcome evil with good” (Rom. 
12:21, Memory Verse). 

Jeremiah’s story and many of his ser- 
mons are written for us in the Book 
by his name. See what a big Book it 
is! Now find Obadiah. How very 
short! The longer writings about 
prophets are called the Major Prophets; 
the shorter writings, the Minor Prophets. 
Add to the chart and pfepare leaflets 
for the Major Prophets: Isaiah—the 
prophet who foretold most about Christ; 
Jeremiah—the prophet in a pit; Ezekiel 
—a prophet in the foreign land of Baby- 
lon; Diniel—the boy who wouldn’t drink 
wine, the man in a lions’ den. 


BucxspPort, MAINE. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


DEFEAT OF JuDAH, WHO Forcot Gop 


AKE a chart to use for this lesson 
and the remaining lessons of the 
quarter. Head one column, “God’s Way,” 





the other, “Man’s Way,” contrasting 
events side by side: is 
Gon’s Way Man’s Way 

God made man in|Man wanted his own 

His image. way, believing it 
was better than 
God's. 

God wanted a holy|God’s people went 
people “for Him-| “down into Egypt,” 
self. and slavery. 

God rescued them/His people mur- 
and gave laws. mured and failed 

to obey. 

God gave them a fer-|They joined with 
tile land. heathen neighbors. 

He gave wise judges|They chose a king 
to remind them of} and became like 
Him. other nations. 

He gave a royal fam-/This family became 
ily to rule and pre-| corrupt and sped 
cede the Saviour-| the whole nation 
King. into captivity. 


Last week we surveyed the downfall 
of the northern kingdom, Israel. You 
would think that at least the southern 
kingdom, ruled by the ancestors of the 
Lord Jesus, would obey God and be pre- 
served from trouble, wouldn’t you? Did 
they obey? (2 Kings 24, 25.) What was 
the underlying cause of their defeat? 
To Jeremiah, His persistent, though per- 
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secuted prophet, God told how the peo- 
ple had forgotten and forsaken Him 
(Jer. 2:13, 832; 18:25; 17:13;°16: 15; 23:27). 
It is when a girl or boy forgets and 
forsakes a lover that pain and separa- 
tion come; it is when a husband or wife 
forgets to shower the warmth of ‘old- 
time love upon the partner that homes 
grow cold and are broken. True love 
will plan ways of proving a continuing 
affection, and this takes time and 
thoughtfulness. 

Why was Judah led into captivity? 
They broke the laws of the Sabbath 
(Exod. 23:10, 11, 12); practiced immor- 
ality (Jer. 29:23); broke the Command- 
ments (chap. 32:23); kept servants in 
unlawful bondage (chap. 34:16, 17); dis- 
obeyed God (chap. 35:14, 15). Read 2 
Chronicles 36: 12-21, a good historical ac- 
count of the last days of Judah, and the 
faithful _prophecies of Jeremiah and 
Ezekiel. 

What did Jeremiah tell the people? 
Through sermons and symbols he 
warned Judah about inevitable captiv- 
ity in other countries if they neglected 
God. This was not an easy service for 
Jeremiah to perform. The king ignored 
him; the people’ persecuted and impris- 
oned him; yet Jeremiah would not give 
up. He believed God: “If that nation, 
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YOUNG’S 
ANALYTICAL 
CONCORDANCE 
TO THE BIBLE 


} peated out the Bible, tacteting 
proper geographical names, 
listed alphabetically with its literal 
meaning, original Hebrew and Greek, 
correct exegesis, parallel passages, 
nunciation. Biographical and Mistocical) 
311 od * io 
een Weiss for Fros*Ghreutal 
Buckram, 1,259 pages, $7.50) 
At vour bookstore or 
FUNK & WAGHALLS CO., NEW YORK 10 





“A pastor and his people” 


is an important and timely message in a booklet- 
tract. Send for free copies and help your church 
and godly pastor by passing them around. It might 
create atmosphere conducive to outpoured 

from God. Address: 


GOOD NEWS PRESS 
9830 Main Street Clarence, N. ¥. 


(Send stamps for postage if you wish) 








Will you give 10, 20, 50, a hundred, a 
thousand? You CAN do just that 
through the American Bible Society. 
Help with a contribution TODAY. 


make your own choice 
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U. S. CHAPLAINS WANT 400,000 BIBLES! 


OFFICIAL U. S. MARINE CORPS PHOTO 


If you would like the facts of how you 
can help this great work, and receive a 
good income for yourself or a friend at 
the same time, send for the booklet “A 
Gift That Lives? which tells of a plan 
that has helped thousands to gratify a 
lifelong ambition to do good to the world 
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FILMSLIDES ~ 8 


: Evangelistic Sermons — Bible Studies 
© Life of Christ from Great Paintings 


WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG TODAY! 


BOND SLIDE CO.., Inc. Dept. T 


68 West Washington Street CHICAGO 2 


FLANOBLOT FIGURES 


Adhere to your Flannel Board without flannel 
backing. New . . . unique. Beautifully printed in 
full colors to stress Gospel. Message of Uniform 
Lessons. Two scenes for each lesson . . . aed 
a 100 cut-outs: scenes, groups, and 

Send for free circular today, or eeturneble 
sample set, 13 lessons, 26 scenes, only $2. 


GOSPEL FOLIO PRESS, Dept. T, Grand Rapids 3, Mich. 











Do You Find ft Hard to Witness to Your Roman 
Catholic Friends? Then you need this invaluable aid 


METHODS OF WITNESSING TO 
ROMAN CATHOLICS 

By J. H. Cardes; foreword by Dr. H. A. Ironside. 48 

Stor fi." Profitable discount to booksellers’ Order 


THE FUNDAMENTAL PRESS, *$,%,"erion, $* 





gc Through the Bible Study 


=. Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter. 
Dr J. Roper, 


ter Sunday A pobesls.. Bible Classes, 
le’s issionary Socie- 
ties, Vacation Bible Schools, Prayer 
and Study. 
Samples 15c; 4 grades 50c; set $2.40 


Through the Bible Study, 2010 Bryan, Dallas, Texas 
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against whom I ave pronounced, turn 
from their evil, I will repent of the evil 
that I thought to. do unto them.” God 
would, like a potter reshaping a mar- 
red vessel, gather the remnant of His 
people and “bring them again to their 
folds.” “Behold, the days come, saith 
the Lord, that I will raise unto David 
a righteous Branch, and a King shall 
reign and prosper, and shall execute 
judgment and justice in the earth” (Jer. 
23:5). 

Until Christ returns to rule, how may 
people have success in government? 
“Seek ye first the, kingdom of God and 
his righteousness.” At this point Judah 
failed, for she sought first her own pleas- 
ure, and neglected her Redeemer-God. 
While we are having new international 
charters and United Nations conferences, 
we are, at the same time, having Chris- 
tian youth rallies, and Bible and mis- 
sionary conferences where thousands of 
folks, young and old, are gathering to 
seek God’s. Kingdom: first... God has 
plenty of important work. ‘to occupy 
every yielded Christian in-America. 

Will we have to suffer as. Jeremiah 
did? What difference would it make 
if we did? “Be not afraid of their faces: 
for I am with thee to deliver thee, saith 
the Lord” (Jer. 1:8, 18, 19; 3:23; 23:23, 
24; 32:17; 39:18). To be sure, long ago 
He was the God of Abraham, Moses, and 
David, but (present-tense reality) He is 
your God and mine right now! 


ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 340) 


1, Israel became idolatrous from the days 
of her first independent ruler, Jeroboam. 
Judah continued outwardly to serve Jeho- 
vah, but lapsed into idolatry when ruled 
by wicked kings. 

2. The refusal of rulers and people to 
judge'their sins before God and so get 
right with Him. 

3. He was very unpopular because he re- 
fused to trim his message to suit the un- 
godly. - 

4. That no people can prosper who for- 
get their responsibility to God. 

5. “Times of the Gentiles” was’ ushered 
in, when Gentile national supremacy would 
supersede that of the Hebrews. 

6. No. The prophets speak definitely of 
God’s regathering Israel, and setting up His 
Kingdom with Jerusalem as His capital city. 
His Chosen People are still dear to Him as 
‘the apple of His eye. 


7. No. -Several waves of returning Jews 
went back to Palestine, but many were 
Scattered among the nations then, and after 
‘the Roman conquest under Titus the dis- 
persion was completed. This fact has led 
to many fanciful theories in regard to the 
lost tribes of Israel. 


8. Any sinning nation or person may re- 
turn and yield to, the Lord, permitting Him 
to reshape the national pattern, or the per- 
sonal life as a potter reshapes a marred 
piece of pottery (Jer. 18:4). 


An Index of the contents of the Tres 
for 1944 may be had for 15 cents from 
The Sunday School Times Company, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 








Sudan Interior Mission 
Now Reaching 120 Tribes 


Our aim to bring the Gospel to one million 
unreached people each year. 
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20 Districts in French West Africa 
60 Districts in Nigeria 


and Ethiopia have no Gospel witness. 


Whole Provinces in the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan 


since Pearl Harbor) are personally distributed 
by our earnest field workers to men and women 
who agree to carry and read them daily. In 
addition to these Testaments distributed, 
95,000 Gospels were also given out. Some. 


Hark the voice of Jesus calling: “‘Pray ye 
therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he wifl 
send forth labourers into his harvest.’’ 


THE SPIRIT IS STILL ASKING: 
“How shall they hear without a preacher?”’ 
They have not heard in 1900 years. 


Are you prepared to tell your Lord why YOU 
are or were not interested in foreign missions? 


Literature and further information freely given on application 
to the Secretary, 164 W. 74th Street, New York 23, or 
366 Bay Street, Toronto 1, Ontario. 











18,292 have professed acceptance of Christ. 
More than 326,223 Pocket ‘Testaments and 


Gospels have been requested 
ters. Here we truly have * 
listic ministry for our Armed Forces... the 
greatest missionary challenge ofthis generation.” 


In these tragic days where can money be better 
spent to win souls to Christ? 


Send remittances and communications only to: 
THE POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE, INC. 


156 FIFTH AVENUE 


from Headquar- 
e greatest evange- 


National Headquarters 
. NEW YORK 10, N. Y. 
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The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, May 20 


1. West of the Date Line (Southeast Asia) 
; (Psa. 98:1-9) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are used 
by permission. 

HE particular area west of the 
date line with which our prayer 
meeting for this week is concerned is 
that known as Southeast Asia. Gener- 
ally speaking, this term includes the 
southeastern corner of the continent of 
Asia between India proper and China. 
In this area are to be found Farther 
India (including Assam and Burma) ; 
Siam; the Malay Peninsula; and French 
Indo-China. 
Assam is a province of India, and it 
includes some seven million five hun- 
«dred thousand people, mostly Hindus 
and Mohammedans, with a few demon 
worshipers among the hill tribes. While 
not adequately evangelized, there have 
been a number of Protestant mission 
groups working there for some years, 
among which are the American and 
British Baptists, the Welsh Calvinist 
Methodists, and the Baptist Society for 
the Propagation of the Gospel, and the 
' North East India General Mission. 


Burma is considerably larger, and 
numbers some thirteen millions of peo- 
ple. The principal group, known as 
Burmans, are Mongolian in origin, and 
largely Buddhist. Several tribes make 
up the remainder of the population. 
These are chiefly descendants of traders 
from western China. In some of the 
large trading centers, such as Rangoon, 
there are many Chinese and East Indian 
residents. The oldest missionary effort 
of modern times in Burma dates back 
to 1813 when Adoniram Judson laid the 
foundation of the work of the Northern 
Baptists of America. Before Pearl Har- 
bor, it was estimated that there were 
about one thousand churches with a 
membership of about seventy-nine thou- 
sand, with Christian schools giving in- 
struction to some thirty thousand pupils. 
The Baptists, Methodists, and the Sal- 
vation Army were the three principal 
missionary groups prior to the war. 


we 

Siam, before the war, had a popula- 
tion of some nine million six hundred 
thousand. Prior to the war, it was con- 
sidered one of the most enlightened and 
advanced countries in Asia, due largely 
to the influence of one of its late mon- 
archs, who, while still crown prince, 
came under the influence of early mis- 
sionaries, and later traveled extensively 
in Europe. Presbyterian missions and 
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the work of the Ameritan Bible Society 
have had a large influence in bringing 
the Gospel to this land, although there 
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The Malay Peninsula stretches south- 
ward from the Continent of Asia almost 
to the equator. It is made up largely 
of a British Crown Colony and of sev- 
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Write for FREE prospectus 

- CHILD EVANGELISM COURSE 
Methods — Stories — Materials 

“How-you-can-do-it” corres ce course person- 
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ally conducted by one of America’s leading teachers 
of children’s workers. 


FRANK G. 1 pee 
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appreciative reader calls James H. 
cConkey’s devotional booklets. 
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you saw it in the Times. 








NATIONAL 


NT)” BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Summer School, 1945 


Special session June 25-30. 
First term July 2-20. 
Second term July 22-August 10. 


Specializing in curricula leading to the degrees 
Th. B. (five years following high school or three 
years following two years of accredited college 
work), B.R.E. (four years following high school 
or two years following two years of accredited 
college work), and diploma courses in 
Missions and Theology (three years following 
high school). 





Students in the five year and four year curricula 
are required to take certain courses at New York 
University. It should be possible to earn the 
B.S. degree from N. Y. U. during the five years 
required for the Th.B., since much of the work 
in ‘Theology can be counted toward both degrees. 
A longer time would be necessary for the com- 
bination of B.A. and Th. B. 


Christian college students may secure their regu- 
lar ebilege degrees while enjoying the fellowship 
and supervision of N, B. I. At present about 
two-thirds of the work required for the B.S., and 
a smaller fraction for the B.A., may be taken in 
N.B.I. courses, 


Recognized by military authorities as a regulazly 
established school for the training of ministers 
of the gospel. Young men exempt from military 
service as theological students must be pursuing 
the regular theological or missionary curriculum. 
By concentrating on one subject only, one may 
complete in the two summer terms a full year 
(six credit its) of Beginning Greek; after 
whieh one should be ready for second year sem- 
inary exegetical courses. Advanced students 
may. similarly complete our one year require- 
ment in Systematic Theology. 


Write for information 
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eral Federated Malay States under Brit- 
ish protection. American Methodism, 
the Baptist Society for the Propagation 
of -the Gospel, English Presbyterians, 
and the Brethren worked in this area 
before Pearl Harbor. But, there were 
many sections of the peninsula scarcely 
touched, where there were degraded 
tribes of aborigines living in the jungles. 
Me 

French Indo-China, with some twenty 
million of people, is made up of Anna- 
mese, a Mongolian race; Cambodians, 
related to the people of India; and a 
number of aboriginaltribes. For over 
a thousand years this area was ruled 
by a Chinese dynasty, and shows strong 
Chinese influence. Confucianism, Bud- 
dhism, and Taoism are the prevailing 
religions. Although, under the French 
influence which was consolidated in that 
region about 1898, Romar Catholicism 
has been superficially superimposed in 
many areas upon the old religions; only 
since 1911 has there been any extended 
evangelical missionary work in Indo- 
China. That came under the Christian 
and Missionary Alliance, which came in 


- from south China. 


The Scripture lesson assigned for our 
meditation this week is a Messianic 
Psalm, pointing to the time when the 
Lord Jesus will set up His righteous 
reign ower the whole earth, with His 
headquarters in Jerusalem. It calls on 
Israel to sing a “new song,” the burden 
of which is found in Psalms 97 and 99, 
— “the Lord reigneth,” — and which tells 
of His holiness and majesty and right- 
eousness. 

But not only is Israel cailed upon to 
sing this new song, the whole earth is 
summoned to join in the “joyful noise” 
with thanksgiving and praise, and all 
creation is called upon to rejoice. And 
there indeed will be cause for rejoicing 
when the Lord Jesus comes to set 
straight all the things that are awry in 
this old world because of sin. All crea- 
tion, including the brute wor!d, will 
share in the blessing of His righteous 
reign, for we read that the lion and the 
lamb will lie down together, and that 
the small child will not need to fear 
what are now poisonous serpents. The 
peoples of the earth everywhere will 
come under His rightecus, impartial 
justice and government. Nowhere on 
this earth will there be those who will 
be in darkness or oppression. 

But it is not enough for those of us 
who know the Lord Jesus, now merely 
to contemplate with joy His coming 
reign. He has commissioned us. while 
He tarries, to carry the Good News to 
the uttermost parts. What are you do- 
ing about this? 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Witness of the Temptations, 
Transfiguration, and Resurrection 
(Continued from second page) 


“declared to be the Son of God with 
power, according to the spirit of. holi- 
ness, by the resurrection from the dead” 
(1:4). It is a vital part of the Gospel, 
which is “that Christ died for our sins 
according to the scriptures; and that he 
was buried, and that he rose again the 
third day according to the scriptures” 
(1 Cor. 15:3, 4). Without it there would 
be no Gospel, for “if Christ be not raised, 
your faith is vain; ye are yet in your 
sins. Then they also which are fallen 
asleep in Christ are perished. If in this 
life only we have hope in Christ, we 
are of all men most miserable” (vs. 17- 


* 19). But Paul does not conclude his 


great treatise on the Resurrection on any 
such glogmy note, for he boldly declares, 
“But now is Christ risen from the dead”; 
and he ends on a note of triumph, “But 
thanks be to -God, which giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 


we 
“What About the Movies?” 


ANY readers have expressed appre- 
ciation of the article on moving 
pictures by Harry J. Jaeger, Jr., in the 
Times for March 31. In an‘unusual way, 
he exposed the basic wrongs of the pic- 
tures produced by the moving picture 
industry. 
The article has been reprinted in pam- 
phlet form, and may be had at the fol- 
lowing prices: 





5 cents each 

15 cents for six 5. 

25 cents a dozen 

$1.50 a hundred 
Orders should be sent directly to the 
Rev. Harry J. Jaeger, Jr., Parkesburg, 
Pa, 
we 


A Children’s Day Service for the 
Sunday School 


ASTORS, superintendents, and Sun- 
day school workers will be glad to 
know that. a new special service for the 
Sunday school for next Children’s Day, 
June 10, has been prepared by Mary 
Brainerd Smith, and is now available in 
leaflet form, at 15 cents a dozen, or $1.50 
a hundred. 
“The Lord’s Hand” is the title of this 
1945 Children’s Day Service, and-it is 
made up of responsive readings from the 


Scriptures, special hymns that may be 


sung to familiar hymn tunes, verse reci- 
tations for children from the various 
departments of the school, and the like. 

Readers of THe Sunpay ScHoo. Times 
have long been familiar with Miss Smith’s 
special day services, as they have ap- 
peared in the pages of the Times. The 
problem of getting into the pages of the 
Times all of the material that is press- 
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‘Lesson for May 20 


ing for ‘publication in these days of paper 
shortage, as well as the thought that the 
publication of this special service as a 
pamphlet may prove a real convenience 
to our readers, prompts the Editors to 
offer it in this form. It will not appear 
in the pages of the Times. 

If you desire copies of this special 
service for use in your school, just ask 
for “The 1945 Children’s Day Service,” 
and address your order, with the proper 
remittance, to The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 
5, Pa. 
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Day of Prayer for Ministers 
and Missionaries 


HE Great Commission Prayer League 

of Chicago is again urging that spe- 
cial prayer ,be made for ministers and 
missionaries on Sunday, May 20. There 
are Hundreds of missionaries through- 
oyt the world who are in great need of 
the prayer support of fellow believers 
at home, because of war conditions; and 
the need for revival in our country em- 
phasizes the importance of praying for 
ministers, that they may faithfully 
preach the Gospel and be used of God 
to win men to Christ. 

Literature concerning the Day of 
Prayer, and an attractive poster may 
be had upon application to The Great 
Commission Prayer League, 808 N. La- 


‘Salle Street, Chicago 10, Ill. It will be 


appreciated if return postage is enclosed 
with requests. ° 
se 


Children at Home 


Pao Sing’s Recruit. 
Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


AO SING was just ten years old, 

so the war in China had broken 
out when he was only two. Now his 
mind was full of the fighting, for his 
father and two elder brothers were away 
in the army and his father had been 
given a decoration for his courage and 
skill and had been promoted to the 
rank of sergeant. Pao Sing was very 
proud of his father, and was sorry he 
was not old enough to help his country 
against the cruel enemy. 

It was quiet in his home village, for 
the bombs had not wrecked it, though 
they had often fallen very near. 

Home was desperately dull now with 
his mother so busy and anxious, too, 
about. her family’s safety in the war. 
Grandfather. was very old, and blind, 
and had lately become depressed and 
miserable. A scholar of the old-fash- 
ioned type and devoted to peace and his 
beloved land, he had ceased to smile, 
and sat out in the warm sunshine, silent 
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Old Fashioned Revival 


CHARLES E. FULLER, Director 
P. 0. Bex 123, Les Angeles 53, Calif. 








Every Lesson a“BIBLE”’ Lesson 


Send today for big compendium and learn many advantages of the 


GOSPEL LIGHT 


HENRIETTA C. MEARS, Editor 
Not dated—No waste as surplus lessons may be used for new class next year. 
Closely graded—Modern and scientific in teaching plan. 


Fundamental— Presents the whole Gospel of Christ and covers the entire Bible 
with a complete course of study from Beginnersthrou ults. 


Popular, practical, economical. Write for particulars today. 
15 Year Complete Curriculum THE GOSPEL LIGHT PRESS, 1443 1 No. Vine St., Hollywood 28, Calif. 




















Providing Inspiration and Help for 
Youth Leaders Around the World 


VOUTH FOR CHRIST International 


*Torrey M. Johnson, Chairman 
DA channel for service to help establish and maintain YOUTH FOR CHRIST meet- 
ings in your community. 


PMembers of the International full-time staff will assist your local YOUTH FOR 
CHRIST groups by suggesting speakers, talent, and by providing bulletins, con- 
fidential news letters, etc. 


bGoals for 1945 are: YOUTH FOR CHRIST in every state in the union. 1,000 Sat- 
urday night meetings for youth with attendance of 1,000,000. 


Write today for further informa- 
mation and free literature to 


YOUTH FOR CHRIST INTERNATIONAL, 130 North Wells St, Ghicago 6 











Colored Flannelgraph Stories: 








> 
$1.50 Series . 
Bible Verses Visualized and How to Teach Them O° 
Volume I. A book of 13 Bible verses and 13 teaching methods. 4 / 
Volume II. A new enlarged volume. 
Bible Songs Visualized : 
This popular book of visualized songs now in > 
color. 


Creation and Old Testament Stories 
Volume I. Creation through Jacob. 10 lessons, 


Volume II. Joseph,through Elijah. 10 lessons. 
50c Series 
‘The Christian Soldier Sampson's Riddle J 


Tale of Two Cities \ 
The Two Ways The Birth of Jesus ' 


The Second Coming of Chriss Hum Dumpty 
H Two ies 
The Thanksgiving Story 
Flannelboards, $3.00 up. Background Material, $2.25 up. Write for complete catalog. 
Ameérica’s Largest Flannelgraph House 
CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, INC., 1517 N. Third Street 
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MULTIPLYING IN ALL LANDS 


REFUGEES 
NEED HELP AND NEED CHRIST 


Scores have found Christ in the three years this 
ministry has continued. Send gifts to 


CHRISTIAN REFUGEE ASSOCIATION 
340 W. 55th Street New York 19, N. Y. 


Free Tithing Leaflets 


PREE to any Evangelica| Christian minister, Sunday 
or missionar oa a one copy of 
“Prove Me Now Hereéwith”’ for each family in his 
sone providing he will a to give a talk on 
Tithing be' bu’ re these leaflets 
“ye write,  ~\s denemination and Snember of leat. 
s desired, 


TITHER 





710-S Title Insurance Bidg. 
Los Angeles 13, California 

















IGHLY accredited 
four-year training 
for College entrance. 
Helpful associates, and 
inspiring Christian 
teachers. Wholesome 
social, athletic, and 
extra-curricular activ 
ities. Address Office 
of The Principal, 
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ever NAME a newspaper? 


That’s what students of Moody Corre- 
spondence School are going to de... 
name their new monthly digest-size 
paper that will soon be off the press. 
The prize for the winning name? The 
three-volume Bible Student's Library. 
Worth a try, isn’t it? Submit as many 
names as you wish—there’s no limit. 
You're eligible if you are enrolled in 
@ correspondence course . . . or enroll 
soon. If you're not enrolled, write Mr. 
Constable for information about courses 
available. 


Gg f ody Bible I Institute 
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and sorrowful. Once he had delighted 
his grandson with all sorts of thrilling 
tales, but now he had no heart for tell- 
ing stories, for he was much too sad. 


Pao Sing went to the nearest village 
school, and happily a young Christian 
teacher was in charge whom all the 
boys loved and admired. Mr. Ling was 
not strong enough for the army, but 
he was a keen soldier of Jesus Christ, 
and he tried to make his pupils “fight 
manfully beneath the banner of his 
great Leader.” 


“Now, boys,” he said, “this year we 
must all try to get someone else to 
come and worship God. Although you 
are very young, it is quite possible for 
each of you to get a recruit for Christ’s 
army. Remember how eagerly all our 
men joined the Government’s army some 
years ago. The Generalissimo had only 
to ask, and they came from all over 
China to enter his army. Now I want 
you each to pray, and then keep on 
trying over and over again until you 
bring somebody else, young or old.” 

Pao Sing wanted so much to bring 
someone, but, alas, there was no one in 
the village who would come with him. 
The women declared, “M-yui Kong fu” 
(“No time at all”); the old folk were 
all busy with various jobs, for, of course, 
the crops and vegetables had to be sown 
and attended to; and the bigger boys 
and girls were kept working all day 
long. 

Suddenly Pao Sing thought of his 
blind grandfather who had ‘only too 
much weary time on his hands, but he 
had always refused to listen when the 
boy told him any Bible stories. It would 
be no easy task to persuade his grand- 
father, but Pao Sing got Mr. Ling to 
join him in prayer, and he was the sort 
of boy who somehow never gave up, 
once he got started. 


The schoolmaster got into the way of 
calling on the old gentleman with his 
precious newspaper, and in hearing and 
discussing things the old man vecame 
tremendously interested. Mr. Ling gave 
him plenty of opportunity to express 
his own views and was very courteous 
and such a good listener that Grand- 
father quickly grew to look forward to 
these visits above everything else. 


Then one evening the schoolmaster 
brought a Braille-type-Gospel-for-the- 
Blind, which he succeeded, not without 
difficulty, in teaching the old man to 


.read. Grandfather wanted to show that 


he still could take hold of new ideas 
and his teacher was enthusiastic and full 
of poiite admiration at his peng-zu 
(great ability). The entrance of God’s 
Word gives inward light, and it was so 
in the case of the old man whose only 
regret was that he was blind.and un- 
able to do anything for the Saviour he 
had come to know and trust. 


“T-yah,” he said, sadly, “at least I could 
give my son and grandsons to serve their 
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country, but I have nothing to offer 
God.” 

“Not so, not so, Lao-Yia [Old Honor- 
able Onel,” said the schoolmaster. “You 
still can do much, very much, to show 
your gratitude. If only you will spend 
time in prayer for our China and the 
folk around in their need and sorrow, 
you will be doing a truly wonderful 
service. We are all so busy with our 
work and earthly matters, whereas you 
are not so distracted with these things.” 

The old man felt quite cheered up, 
and next morning he took his little bam- 
boo stool and sat down by the village 
pond. Here the neighbors came to wash 
their clothes, so that the “old-Blind-One- 
who-prays” became well known all over 
the district, and people came asking 
him to pray for them in their troubles 
and anxieties. 

Pao Sing was so thankful to see his 
grandfather happy again, and would 
say, “I am full of joy because I have a 
father in the army who has fought so 
bravely, and now I have a grandfather 
in the service of the King of kings.” 


WortHING, Sussex, ENc. 
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The Sunday School Times 
Index and Binder 


HE Index of the contents of THe 
Sunpay Scuoot Tres for 1944 has 
now been issued. It is of the same size 
as a copy of the Times, contains eight 
pages, and includes a “General Index 
of Titles,” and a “Classified Index,” which 
is subdivided into indexes to the Verse, 
Editorials, Notes on Open Letters, Gen- 
eral Contributed Articles, Writers of 
Signed Articles, and a few other topics. 
Copies of the Index for 1944 may be 
had for 15 cents each. 
A convenient cloth binder, which will 


-hold the issues of the Trmes for one 


year, may be had for $1.25. It is so 
arranged that the reader can place the 
copies of the Trmes in the binder. 

Orders for the Index or binder should 
be sent to The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N. 13th St., aeesaene 
5, Pa. 
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Dr. Pettingill’s Engagements 


May 6-10.—Gospel Tabernacle, Port Huron, 
Mich, 

May 13-18.—Callender 
Wilkinsburg, Pa. 

May 19-24, — Independent Fundamental 
Churches of America, Cicero, Ill. 

May 27-31.—Third Baptist Church, Owens- 
boro, Ky. 

June 3-14—Buffalo Avenue Baptist Church, 
Tampa, Fila. 

June 17-21.—Berea Baptist Church, Plant 
City, Fla. 

June 24-28.—Baptist Church, Winter Haven, 
Fla. 

Those who desire further information, 
or who would like to arrange for other 
meetings with Dr. Pettingill, may write 
to him at 1709 N. Scott St., Wilmington 
25, Del. 
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Associate Editor: Joun W. Lang, Jr. 
Correspondence Editor: Emity D. SmiTH 
Advertising Manager: Rosert H. Broom 





Former Editors: 
H. Cray Trumevuti, 1875-1903 
Cartes G. TRUMBULL, 1903-1941 





Subscription Rates 
The Sunday School Times: $2.25 per year; 
$1.75, five or more copies to same or sep- 
arate addresses. Canada: add 25 cents; 
foreign: add 50 cents. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 


. 





For Family Worship » 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Conrmittee, 


May 14 to 20 


Mon.—1 Kings 12:1-5, 12-14, Rehoboam’s Folly. 

Prayer Svuccestions: “The king an- 
swered the people roughly, and forsook 
the old men’s counsel that they gave 
him.” Rehoboam had power without 
good sense. He forsook wise counsel, 
and turned his back upon the Word of 
God. “Folly is joy to him that is desti- 
tute of wisdom” (Prov. 15:21). “He that 
is hasty of spirit exalteth folly” (Prov. 
14:29). “Folly is set in great dignity” 
(Eccles. 10:6). “The wisdom of this 
world is foolishness with God” (1 Cor. 
3:19). Pray for the pastors of the Chris- 
tian and Missionary Alliance churches 
‘in America. 


Tues.—2 Kings 18:1-6. Hezekiah, a Good King. 
PRAYER SuccEsTIONS: “Hezekiah the son 
of Ahaz ... did that which was right 
in the sight of the Lord, according to 
all that David his father did.” Heze- 
kiah had a wicked father, but he did 
not follow in his footsteps. David, God’s 
chosen king, was Hezekiah’s example. 
Let all who have been made kings and 
priests unto God (Rev. 1:6) take Christ 
as their pattern in the performance of 
service to God and to the people. Keep 
“looking unto Jesus”; “follow His steps” 
(Heb. 12:2; 1 Pet. 2:21). Pray for Sal- 
vation Army workers in all their citadels 
_in our land. 


Wed.—Jeremiah 38:7-13. Helping Each Other. 
Prayer Svuacestions: “They drew up 
Jeremiah .'. . out of the dungeon.” All 


-ruin. 
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need help and all can give help. Ebed- 
melech was a friend in need. Old rags 
played a part in rescuing Jeremiah from 
the dungeon. Good can be done-in many 
ways in this needy world. Helpers and 
supplies for destitute people in war 
zones are needed right now. All can 
help. The Devil brings trouble. Help 
to relieve trouble. Pray for the work 


of the Christian Business Men’s commit- 


tees in the cities of our nation. 
Thurs.—Jeremiah 18:1-10. Visiting a Pottery. 


Prayer Succestions: “Behold, as the 
clay is in the potter’s hand, so are ye 
in mine hand.” We can hear God’s 
Word in some places better than in 
others. The potter’s house was God’s 
place for Jeremiah to learn the lesson 
indicated in the text. The place of dis- 
appointment is often the place to hear 
the word of the Lord. We all profit 
more from sorrow than from joy. Our 
Father can turn failures into victories. 
Pray for workers in charge of Christian 
servicemen’s centers everywhere. 


Fr.—Jeremiah 21:8-14, Life or Death. 


PrayYeR Succestions: “Behold, I set be- 
fore you the way of life, and the way 
of death.” Plain directions on how to 
escape from ,sin and Satan_are given in 
the Gospel. These are as clear and 
urgent as Jeremiah’s instruction to Israel. 
Two paths lie before everyone, the road 
to eternal life and the road to eternal 
Take the “Jesus Road” (as the 
Indians call it). Choose life; do not 
move on toward eternal death. “Which 
path do you choose? Pray for God’s 
greater blessing upon chaplains with our 
armed forces. - 


Sat.—2 Kings 25:1-9. The Fall of Jerusalem, 


Prayer Succestions: “The city was 
broken up.” The fall of Jerusalem fore- 
told by the prophets (Mic. 2:9-13; Isa. 
571-13) came as predicted. Prophecies 
not believed means folks must learn the 
hard way. People still are full of unbe- 
lief. But God’s Word is true. The curse 
will surely fall upon all who go right 
on in their trespasses. Pray for all mis- 
sionaries with the Independent Board 
for Presbyterian Foreign Missions, 151 
Maplewood Ave., Philadelphia 44. 


Sun.,—Proverbs 12:35-22. 
The Way of the Wicked. 


PrRaYEeR Succestions: “The wicked is 
snared by the transgression of his lips” 
(v. 13). Our lips tell what we are on 
the inside. Out of the heart of man 
comes foolishness, profanity, flattery, 
and other sinful words.. As man habitu- 
ally talks, so he is. A good man’s mouth 
is like a fountain. It brings forth good- 
ness. A wicked man spreads evil with 
his lips. “By thy words thou shalt be 
justified, and by thy words thou shalt 
be condemned” (Matt. 12:37). Pray for 
the Bolivian Indian Mission, Inc., 508 
Central Ave., Plainfield, N. J. 
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National siete... 
it is the Beloved 
KING JAMES VERSION 








For years NATIONAL has 
featured the authorized King 
James Version exclusively 
... it is the most beautiful, 
most inspiring translation. 
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Denver Bible Institute 


SAM BRADFORD, President 
LEO LAPP, Dean 
Set to train workers for the Lord’s harvest * 

Come to this ideal Bible training school 
4n the “mile high” city under the shadow 
of the Rockies. Combines sound doctrine, 
inspiring surroundings, and sunny, health- 
ful climate with amazingly low cost. 

Write for particulars and free copy of 
“Grace and Truth” — distinctive Bible study 
magazine — official publication of the In- 
stitute. 


Address: Registrar, Dept. T 
2047 Glenarm Place Denver 5, Colorado 
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An «Authentic 
le? a « Bese F Be “ 
Brilliant « 
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Weight, heat and hardness are said to, 

disclose the genuine diamond, By such 
tests. it is told from those lesser gems ~—— the 
sapphires, the hyacinths and the topazes — 
which often resemble’and pass for it. And 
upon this expert appraisal rests its accepted 
value. 


A college degree, too, must stand the test. 


HOUGHTON COLLEGE is permanently 
chartered by the University of the State of 
New York; and is admitted to full member- 
ship in the Middle States Association of Col- 
leges. The HOUGHTON graduate may there- 
fore be assured that, when he offers his degree ' 
as proof of his training, it will be accepted at 
par the country over. He owns an authentic 
brilliant. 


But priceless as is this lifélong treasure, the 

earnest student at HOUGHTON acquires some- 
thing ef far greater import. For even in 
stress of high-grade collegiate activity, HOUGH- 
TON still finds time to maintain a deeply devo- 
tional atmosphere. She emphasizes Christian liv- 
ing. And through daily contacts with a very 
finely sympathetic and Iiendiy faculty, students 
are encouraged to the attainment of an abundant 
spiritual life — that gem of great price which 
will carry them victoriously through the testing 
burdens, heat, and hardness of all the after-years. 
The fall Semester opens ptember 12, 1945. 

Write now for the full details. Address Office 
of tue President, Dept. T 545. 
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The magnificent forest, bridge and upper falls 
at Famous Letchworth Park. This is easily 
accessible te HOUGHTON students for recre- 
aiion and scientific research. 
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